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BOSTONIAN    SOCIETY. 


TWENTIETH    ANNUAL   MEETING. 


The  Twentieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bostonian  Society 
was  held  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House, 
Boston,  on  Tuesday,  January  8,  1901,  at  3  P.  M.,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  notice  mailed  to  every  member. 

President  Curtis  Guild  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  records 
of  the  last  annual  and  monthly  meetings  were  read  by  the 
Clerk,  and  approved. 

The  President  then  read  his  Annual  Address. 

PRESIDENT   GUILD'S   ADDRESS. 

Fellow  Members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  : 

To  promote  the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston  and  to  pre- 
serve its  antiquities  are  the  objects  for  which  our  Society  was 
formed,  and  it  is  not  egotistical  to  say,  that  in  many  respects, 
we  have  been  successful  in  our  efforts  in  this  direction.  I 
believe  we  have  no  record  to  present  that  any  effort  has  been 
made  in  the  past  year  to  appropriate  a  portion  of  Boston 
Common  or  the  Public  Garden  for  business  purposes.  Those 
two  beautiful  resorts  are  still  the  pride  of  all  true  Bostonians, 
and  the  admiration  of  visitors  to  our  city,  and  may  they  ever 
continue  to  retain  all  their  attractiveness. 

In  entering  upon  a  new  century,  Boston  may  look  back 
with  pride  upon  its  wonderful  development  in  the  one  just 
closed.     From    recent   statistics  we  find   that   the  city  has 


grown  from  783  acres  in  1800  to  about  23,600  acres  in  1900. 
This  has  been  accomplished  by  the  filling  in  of  over  1000 
acres  of  marsh  land  and  the  annexation  of  21,830  acres  of 
adjoining  towns. 

boston's  population. 

The  population  of  Boston  in  1800  was  24,937,  in  1900  it 
had  increased  to  560,892  ;  the  town  expenses  in  that  year 
were  $59,600,  in  1900  they  were  ^39,000,000. 

In  1800  fourteen  hand  engines  were  considered  a  sufficient 
protection  from  fire,  but  in  1900  forty-five  steam  and  nine 
chemical  fire  engines  constitute  the  force,  of  which  each 
steamer  may  be  considered  equal  in  efficiency  to  four  of  the 
old  style.  The  members  of  the  fire  department  in  1800 
numbered  342,  and  were  volunteers  without  pay,  excepting 
a  cracker-cheese-and-coffee  repast  on  their  return  to  the 
engine  house  after  a  fire ;  and  it  was  shrewdly  suspected 
that  occasional  false  alarms  were  rung  for  the  sake  of  that 
entertainment.  There  was  no  still  alarm,  nor  were  strokes 
given  to  indicate  districts  in  old  times.  When  the  alarm  was 
once  given,  the  bells  from  all  the  steeples  rang  out,  and 
watchmen  who  paraded  the  streets  all  night,  enveloped  in 
big  coats,  whirled  their  rattles  and  shouted  "  Fire !  fire  !  at 
the  North  (or  the  South)  End."  The  cost  of  watchmen  or 
police  in  1800  was  $4,100,  but  in  1900  we  paid  out  $1,587,175 
for  that  service  ;  in  1800  twenty  policemen  sufficed,  now  we 
employ  1300. 

STREET    RAILROADS. 

There  were  no  horse  railroads  in  Boston  till  1856.  Omni- 
buses ran  from  the  city  to  South  Boston,  Cambridge  and 
Roxbury.  At  first  they  were  hourlies,  with  a  flight  of  steps 
and  hand  rails  attached  at  the  rear,  and  on  a  little  seat  out- 
side the  door  sat  a  boy  who  rang  a  hand  bell  when  a  passenger 
desired  to  alight,  or  failed  to  attract  the  driver's  attention  to 
*^'pick  him  up." 

The  omnibus  system  in  Boston  was  succeeded  by  the  horse 
railroad,  which  in  turn  gave  way  to  cars  run  by  electric 
power  ;  then,  to  accommodate  the  increasing  travel,  came  the 


subway,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  London,  the  underground  rail- 
way, which  was  opened  to  Park  Street  September  i,  1897, 
and  about  a  year  later  to  the  Northern  or  Union  Station,  so 
that  in  1900  Boston  has  one  of  the  finest  systems  of  electric 
railways  in  the  country,  carrying  200,000,000  passengers 
annually. 

SCHOOLS. 

In  1800  there  were  seven  schools,  containing  900  scholars  ; 
in  1900  we  find  the  number  to  be  J26  schools,  with  87,904 
scholars,  and  a  demand  for  more  schoolhouses. 

The  cost  of  the  schools  in  1800  was  $10,369.  In  1900  it 
was  $3,260,276.  The  number  of  employes  in  the  Boston 
Post  Office  in  1800  was  fourteen,  in  1900  it  was  1924.  Fif- 
teen persons  sufficed  to  do  Boston's  Custom  House  business 
in  1800,  but  553  are  now  required  to  perform  that  service. 
The  net  income  of  the  Post  Office  for  the  year  1900  was 
$2,970,383  ;  that  of  the  Custom  House,  $1,340,587. 

TELEGRAPHS  AND  TELEPHONES. 

Two  of  the  great  achievements  of  the  century  have  been 
the  telegraph  and  the  telephone  —  the  latter  a  little  short  of 
marvellous,  when  we  come  to  contemplate  it — an  annihilator 
of  distance  as  it  is,  bringing  speakers  hundreds  of  miles 
apart  within  the  hearing  of  each  other's  voices.  What  are 
we  to  expect  next,  if  invention  is  continually  to  advance  .'' 
The  telephone  was  the  product  of  the  genius  of  Prof.  Alex- 
ander Graham  Bell,  who,  on  Feb.  14,  1876,  gave  a  demonstra- 
tion of  the  practicability  of  the  telephone  through  the  me- 
dium of  an  old  cigar  box,  200  feet  of  wire,  and  two  magnets 
from  a  toy  fish  pond.  To-day  there  are  a  million  instruments 
in  use,  and  Chicago  talks  to  Boston  with  the  ease  of  two 
persons  in  a  drawing-room. 

HISTORY    AND    MEMENTOES. 

As  one  of  the  objects  of  our  Society  is  to  promote  the 
study  of  the  history  of  Boston,  a  glance  at  the  past  may  not 
be  out  of  place.    All  around  us  are  mementoes  of  the  struggle 


for  National  Independence.  This  very  building,  the  birth- 
place of  Independence,  to  which  I  have  made  frequent  allu- 
sions in  former  addresses ;  the  spot  of  the  Boston  massacre, 
which  can  be  seen  from  this  window ;  the  front  balcony  of 
the  Old  State  House,  from  which  George  Washington  re- 
viewed troops  ;  the  site  of  the  old  Bunch  of  Grapes  Tavern  ; 
Bunker  Hill,  and  many  other  well  known  localities,  make 
Boston  the  most  important  of  cities  in  the  history  of  our 
struggle  for  Independence, 

Some  very  stirring  naval  events  are  also  connected  with 
the  city's  early  history.  The  Boston-built  frigate  Constitu- 
tion, under  Capt.  Isaac  Hull,  brought  hither  the  news  of 
her  capture  of  the  British  frigate  Guerriere,  and  one  year 
later,  when  under  the  command  of  Bainbridge,  she  came  into 
Boston  Harbor  with  the  British  ship  Java  as  her  prize ;  but 
we  lost  the  Chesapeake,  which  was  captured  in  our  harbor 
by  the  British  ship  Shannon. 

At  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  Bunker  Hill  Monu- 
ment, General  Lafayette  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  with  his  Cabinet  were  present,  to  listen  to  the  grand 
address  pronounced  on  that  occasion  by  Daniel  Webster. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  a  monument  has  been  erected 
on  the  State  House  grounds,  near  the  site  of  the  ancient 
beacon,  which  is  a  substantial  reproduction,  in  stone,  of  the 
one  with  its  famous  tablets  removed  many  years  ago. 

INVENTIONS. 

Important  inventions  made  in  Boston's  immediate  vicinity 
should  not  be  forgotten,  especially  the  sewing  machine,  by 
Elias  Howe,  a  Cambridge  mechanic,  who  wrought  for  ten 
years  before  receiving  recognition,  but  whose  invention 
brought  relief  ro  thousands  of  overworked  women,  who  toiled 
with  the  needle  for  subsistence. 

Other  notable  inventors  are  :  Amos  Whittemore,  inventor 
of  the  carding  machine  ;  Charles  Goodyear,  who  discovered 
the  process  of  vulcanizing  india  rubber;  Arthur  and  John 
Schofield,  who  constructed  the  first  carding  machine  for  wool 
in  this  country,  at  Newburyport,  and  made  the  first  spinning 


rolls  ever  turned  out  by  machinery ;  and  Edward  S.  Ritchie 
whose  development  of  the  induction  coil  made  it  of  prac- 
tical service, —  though  another,  not  an  American,  claimed 
the  glory  and  received  the  reward.  Hiram  Maxim,  of  Fitch- 
burg,  inventor  of  the  famous  rapid-firing  gun,  was  recently 
knighted  by  Queen  Victoria, 

RAILROADS. 

Railroad  communication  with  Boston  began  with  the  little 
line  of  track  which  carried  the  granite  of  which  Bunker  Hill 
Monument  was  built,  from  the  Ouincy  quarries  to  the  Ne- 
ponset  River. 

Next  came  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad,  which  was  char- 
tered in  1830,  soon  followed  by  the  Boston  &  Providence  and 
the  Boston  &  Worcester. 

Following  the  advent  of  the  locomotive,  little  affairs  weigh- 
ing only  ten  tons  apiece,  with  cars  attached  that  looked  like 
stage  coaches  set  on  platforms  and  linked  together,  the  Bos- 
ton &  Worcester  Railroad  was  opened  to  Newton  in  1834; 
the  Boston  &  Providence  to  Readville  ;  the  Boston  &  Lowell ; 
the  Eastern  Railroad,  to  Salem  ;  the  Fitchburg  to  Fitchburg 
soon  after,  and  the  Old  Colony  to  Plymouth  in  1845.  Under 
the  name  of  the  Boston  &  Albany,  the  Worcester  and  West- 
ern railroads  were  consolidated  in  1867  ;  since  that  time  the 
railroad  system  has  extended  so  as  to  bring  Boston  within 
easy  connection  with  every  city  and  town  of  importance  in 
the  State.  An  important  development  of  Boston's  rail  lines 
was  the  opening  up  of  a  new  route  between  the  city  and 
Canada. 

GROWTH    OF    RAILROADS, 

With  the  growth  of  railroads  came  consolidation,  and  now, 
practically,  all  of  the  fifty-six  separate  railroad  corporations 
in  the  State  are  controlled  by  two  companies — the  Boston 
&  Maine,  and  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford, — while 
the  Boston  &  Albany  is  under  lease  to  the  New  York  Central 
&  Hudson  River  Railroad.  Following  the  first  important 
consolidation,  which  was  that  of  the  Worcester  and  Western, 
there  was  an  absorption  of  all  the  feeders  of  the  main  line 
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systems.  These  were  the  Boston  &  Maine,  the  Eastern,  the 
Boston  &  Lowell,  the  New  York  &  New  England,  the  Boston 
&  Providence,  the  Old  Colony,  and  the  Boston  &  Albany. 
The  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  in  the  meantime  was 
reaching  out  toward  Boston,  by  first  taking  unto  itself  the 
Air  Line  from  New  Haven,  the  Shore  Line,  and  Providence 
&  New  London  road,  and  finally  making  a  bid  for  the  entire 
Old  Colony  system,  which  had  taken  a  lease  of  the  Boston  & 
Providence. 

ELECTRICITY, 

Electricity  has  come  to  the  aid  of  steam  in  traffic.  There 
are  hundreds  of  electric  street-car  lines  in  operation  in  the 
United  States,  with  a  capitalization  of  $1,700,000,000.  The 
same  electric  power,  only  dimly  known  before  this  wonderful 
century,  now  lights  our  cities.  In  the  United  States  there 
are  half  a  million  arc  lights  and  about  20,000,000  incandes- 
cent lights,  the  latter  being  equivalent  in  light-giving  capa- 
city to  320,000,000  candle  tips  such  as  they  used  in  1800. 

OLD    BOSTON    CHARACTERS. 

In  taking  a  glance  at  old  Boston  in  the  memory  of  our 
older  members,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  recall  some  of 
her  notable  citizens.  There  was  Josiah  Bradlee,  the  ever 
courteous  and  polite  gentleman,  who  was  noted,  as  was  also 
Nathaniel  Goddard,  as  being  the  last  who  wore  small  clothes 
and  white-topped  boots.  Wheeler,  who  lived  on  Boylston 
Street,  a  reputed  miser,  who  also  wore  white-tops,  and  was 
daily  seen  shufifling  along,  with  downcast  looks  and  folded 
arms,  in  Tremont  Street,  and  on  passing  out  of  the  Mall  of 
Boston  Common  never  failing  to  kick  one  of  the  posts  "  for 
luck."  Thacker  the  famous  old  caterer,  who  once  remarked, 
after  a  church-meeting  dinner,  "  Them  religious  do  eat  awful." 
Abigail  Folsom,  who  used  to  parade  the  streets  with  Father 
Lamson,  who  wore  a  long,  gray  beard  and  carried  a  scythe 
snath  in  his  hand,  and  at  intervals  shouted,  "  Repent,  for  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  hand !  Save,  oh  save  yourselves 
from  this  untoward  generation  !  " 
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DEACON    FOSTER,    ET    ALS. 

Cyrus  Foster,  the  concert-giving  darkey,  whose  "  con- 
squirt,"  as  he  called  it,  was  always  well  attended  by  the 
young  men  and  a  scene  of  great  merriment.  "Yankee 
Doodle  Boots,"  marching  conspicuously  through  the  streets, 
with  boots  that  he  had  secured  to  mend,  slung  over  his 
shoulder,  and  whistling  "  Yankee  Doodle "  loudly  as  he 
passed  along.  "Tin  Kitchen  Munroe,"  who  was  wont  to 
cook  his  dinners  with  his  neighbor's  firewood,  until  a 
specially  prepared,  well-loaded  log  blew  his  tin  kitchen  into 
the  street.  Daniel  Pratt,  the  "  Great  American  Traveller," 
and  his  demented  rival,  George  Washington  Frost  Mellen, 
whose  paramount  issue  was  to  gain  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States.  Count  Joannes,  or  George  Jones,  who  insisted 
on  his  title  as  persistently  as  Timothy  Dexter,  of  Newbury- 
port,  did  on  that  of  "  Lord."  Shales,  who  thought  he  was 
an  actor,  George  Francis  Train,  and  many  others  might  be 
recalled.  It  is  not  out  of  place  to  mention  these  people  in 
connection  with  the  history  of  Boston,  for  they  were  well 
known  characters  of  their  time,  and  figured  in  events  of  its 
progress. 

THE    OLD    STATE    HOUSE. 

But,  turning  once  more  to  the  history  and  progress  of  our 
Society,  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  we  have  kept  the  Old 
State  House,  of  which  we  are  the  custodians,  in  as  good  con- 
dition as  when  it  was  committed  to  our  care.  The  numerous 
visitors  from  different  parts  of  our  own  country,  as  well  as 
from  abroad,  show  that  there  is  an  interest  in  this  "  antiquity" 
of  Boston,  so  celebrated  in  its  early  history.  It  is  one  of 
the  few  ancient  landmarks  of  our  city  which  have  not  been 
swept  away,  and  we  may  reasonably  hope  that  patriotic  senti- 
ment will  long  preserve  this  precious  relic  of  the  past. 

With  regard  to  the  membership  of  the  Society,  I  may  state 
that  the  record  book  of  visitors  to  the  rooms  shows  3,128 
names  of  visitors  from  Boston,  10,627  from  different  cities 
and  towns  in  the  United  States,  and  538  foreign;  a  total  of 
14,293,  which  by  no  means  gives  the  real  number,  as  a  great 
many  visitors  do  not  record  their  names. 
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SUMMARY. 


During  the  year  we  have  to  mourn  the  death  of  one  hon- 
orary member,  23  life  members,  and  18  annual  members. 
The  number  of  members  on  our  roll  December  31,  1900,  was 
426  life  and  477  annual,  a  total  of  903,  a  number  which  I 
hope  all  will  labor  to  increase  during  the  year  we  are  now 
just  entering  upon.  Certainly  every  citizen  who  wishes  to 
promote  in  some  degree  the  good  of  Boston  will  be  glad  to 
encourage  us  in  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

In  the  report  of  the  Directors,  which  will  soon  be  submit- 
ted to  you,  the  details  of  the  Society's  work  will  be  given, 
the  necrology  for  the  year,  and  many  other  facts  which  can 
not  be  included  in  my  annual  address. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  most  cordially  the  Board 
of  Directors,  our  efficient  Clerk,  the  committees,  and  also 
the  custodians,  all  of  whom  have  performed  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices  efficiently  and  satisfactorily,  and  I  am 
sure  that  everything  will  be  done  to  aid  the  new  board  that 
you  are  to  elect  to-day  to  carry  out  its  efforts  to  promote  the 
history  of  Boston  and  preserve  its  antiquities. 


REPORT    OF   THE   DIRECTORS. 

The  Rev.  Joshua  P.  Bodfish,  in  behalf  of  the  Directors, 
presented  their  Annual  Report  :  — 

Mr.   President,   Ladies   and    Gentlemen,    Members   of  the 
Bostonian  Society  : 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1900  there  were  in  the  Society, 

Honorary  Members        ....  2 

Life  Members        .....         426 
Annual  Members  .....         477 


Total        ,         .         .         .         .         905 

The  changes  in  membership  during  the  year  were  as 
follows :  Honorary  Member  added,  i  ;  Honorary  Member 
died,  I  ;    Life  Members  added,  10 ;    Life  Members  died,  23  : 


Annual    Members    added,    6;    Annual    Members    died,    i8; 
Annual  Members  transferred  to  Life  Membership,  8. 

The  Directors  again  urge  upon  the  members  the  necessity 
of  seeking  new  members  to  take  the  place  of  those  who  are 
taken  from  us,  so  that  we  may  go  on  with  full  ranks  to  the 
useful  work  which  lies  before  us. 

VISITORS. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  this  building  in  1900  who  regis- 
tered their  names,  was, 

From  Boston 3,128 

"      elsewhere  in  the  United  States        .         10,627 
"      Foreign  countries    ....  538 


Total        .....        14,293 

This,  however,  does  not  adequately  represent  the  number 
of  visitors.  It  is  estimated  that  about  one  sixth  of  the  visi- 
tors register  their  names  ;  therefore  90,000  would  be  a  con- 
servative estimate  of  the  number  of  visitors. 

The  number  would  have  been  much  larger  had  not  the 
rooms  been  closed  as  they  were  for  several  weeks,  undergoing 
repairs.  Perhaps,  also,  the  Paris  Exposition  kept  some  away. 
During  the  period  the  rooms  were  closed,  the  city  cleansed 
and  painted  them  in  a  thorough  manner.  The  outside  of  the 
building  has  been  repainted  the  same  stately  hue  as  its  suc- 
cessor on  Beacon  Hill,  The  lion  and  the  unicorn  still  sur- 
vive. They  have  been  temporarily  removed  for  needed 
repairs,  but  will  soon  be  restored  and  stand  in  their  accus- 
tomed places  to  remind  us  of  the  days  of  yore. 

MONTHLY    MEETINGS. 

The  following  papers  were  read  before  the  Society  in 
1900  :  — 

February  13  :  "  Capt.  Miles  Standish,"  by  the  Rev.  George 
Hodges,  D.  D. 

March  13:  "The  Dry  Goods  Trade  of  Boston  for  the 
Last  Half  Century,"  by  Major  Charles  W.  Stevens. 
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April  10  :  "  The  Journal  of  Mrs.  John  Deming,  describing 
the  terror  in  Boston  and  the  flight  of  some  of  its  people, 
caused  by  the  battle  of  Lexington,  April  19,  1775,"  by  Capt. 
Albert  A.  Folsom. 

May  8  :  "  Playhouses  and  Patriotism  in  Boston,"  by  the 
late  Rev.  J.  Henry  Wiggin. 

October  9 :  "A  Part  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill ;  the 
Fight  at  the  Rail  Fence,"  by  Col.  Thomas  H.  Talbot. 

November  13:  "Boston  Ships;  past  and  present,"  by 
Capt.  R.  G.  F.  Candage. 

December  11  :  "  Phillips  Brooks,"  by  the  Rev,  Charles  H. 
Learoyd. 

The  large  attendance  at  the  monthly  meetings  has  been 
very  gratifying,  and  the  papers  read  were  of  unusual  interest ; 
one  of  them  will  be  printed  in  the  yearly  report  of  our  Pro- 
ceedings, and  it  is  believed  that  thus  much  valuable  historical 
matter  will  be  preserved  which  might  otherwise  be  lost. 

NECROLOGY,    I9OO. 

The  loss  by  death  during  the  year  has  been  unusually 
large.  Some  names  of  deceased  members  are  added  that 
were  overlooked  in  previous  years. 

Job  Abiel  Turner,  born  in  Boston,  April  22,  1850,  died  in 
Carver,  May  31,  1894. 

James  Gilson  Haynes,  born  in  Boston,  December  7,  1S30, 
died  in  Aiken,  S.  C,  December  29,  1894. 

Charles  French  Perry,  born  in  Bradford,  June  3,  1833,  died 
in  Buenos  Ayres,  S.  A.,  June  10,  1897. 

Daniel  Wayland  Jones,  born  in  Lee,  N.  H.,  November  7, 
[829,  died  in  Boston,  November  27,  1898. 

Walter  David  Eaton,  born  in  Dexter,  Me.,  December  29, 
1830,  died  in  Newton,  June  17,  1899. 

Theodore  William  Bennett,  born  in  Charlestown,  Septem- 
ber 9,  1844,  died  in  Wayland,  June  29,  1899. 

Edward  Henry  Williams,  born  in  Jamaica  Plain,  April  27, 
1856,  died  in  Boston,  August  24,  1899. 
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Benjamin  French,  born  in  Lebanon,  N.  H.,  May  7,  1819, 
died  in  Boston,  January  2. 

Alexander  Williams,  born  in  Boston,  August  24,  18 18,  died 
in  Boston,  January  11. 

Joseph  Alba  Davis,  born  in  Lincolnville,  Me.,  July  15, 
1832,  died  in  Boston,  January  14. 

John  Wesley  Wellman,  born  in  Farmington,  Me,,  January 
13,  1819,  died  in  Wakefield,  January  29. 

George   H   Norman,  born  in  Newport,   R.   I.,  January  i, 

1827,  died  in  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  February  4. 

Edward  Griffin  Porter,  born  in  Boston,  January  24,  1837, 
died  in  Boston,  February  5. 

Jacob  Pfaff,  born  in  Hochspeyer,  Bavaria,  September  22, 

1828,  died  in  Boston,  February  20. 

Charles  Augustus  Kennedy,  born  in  Boston,  July  16,  1821, 
died  in  Boston,  March  3. 

James  Seel  Gill,  born  in  Leeds,  Eng.,  November  26,  1828, 
died  in  Cambridge,  March  14. 

Beza  Lincoln,  born  in  Hingham,  April  20,  1809,  died  in 
Boston,  March  20. 

Charles  Tallman  White,  born  in  Belfast,  Me.,  September 
23,  1835,  died  in  Boston,  March  20. 

(Mrs.)  Susan  Tillinghast  Kimball,  born  in  Taunton,  April 
16,  1826,  died  in  Boston,  March  22, 

Arthur  Daggett  McClellan,  born  in  Sutton,  May  21,  1850, 
died  in  Boston,  April  5. 

Erasmus  Jones  Andrews,  born  in  Hingham,  August  19, 
181 1,  died  in  Boston,  April  5. 

Charles  Pollock,  born  in  Boston,  December  27,  1828,  died 
in  Boston,  April  18. 

Benjamin  French  Cutter,  born  in  Jaffrey,  N.  H.,  March  17, 
1827,  died  in  Jaffrey,  N.  H.,  April  19. 

Henry  Charles  Thacher,   born   in  Yarmouth,   October  6, 

1829,  died  in  Boston,  April  28. 

Edward  Thomas  Russell,  born  in  Portland,  Me.,  April  10, 
1826,  died  in  Boston,  April  28. 
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Edward  Wheelwright,  born  in  Boston,  March  lo,  1824,  died 
in  Boston,  May  9. 

Abram  Edmands  Cutter,  born  in  Newburyport,  June  24, 
1822,  died  in  Boston,  May  14. 

Edmund  Dwight,  born  in  Boston,  September  3,  1824,  died 
in  Boston,  June  6. 

Daniel  Lovering,  born  in  Worcester,  January  26,  1838, 
died  in  Boston,  June  14. 

William  Henry  Whitmore,  born  in  Dorchester,  September 
6,  1836,  died  in  Boston,  June  14. 

Henry  Alphonso  Morse,  born  in  Southbridge,  March  27, 
1832,  died  in  Newton,  June  21. 

Mellen  Chamberlain,  born  in  Pembroke,  N.  H.,  June  24, 
1821,  died  in  Chelsea,  June  25. 

Frederick  William  French,  born  in  Boston,  September  10, 
1842,  died  in  Boston,  July  18. 

(Miss)  Sarah  Ann  Gale,  born  in  Boston,  January  20,  1822, 
died  in  Boston,  August  i-2. 

William  Henry  Wilder,  born  in  Dorchester,  March  17,  1836, 
died  in  Brookline,  September  26. 

John  Elbridge  Hudson,  born  in  Lynn,  August  3,  1839,  died 
in  Beverly,  October  i, 

Herbert  Radclyffe,  born  in  London,  Eng.,  October  8,  1842, 
died  in  Boston,  October  8, 

(Miss)  Minetta  Josephine  Ballister,  born  in  Dorchester, 
October  31,  1847,  died  in  Newton,  October  17. 

Rufus  Franklin  Mosman  Atwood,  born  in  Wellfleet,  Octo- 
ber 23,  1833,  died  in  Boston,  October  29. 

James  Henry  Wiggin,  born  in  Boston,  May  14,  1836,  died 
in  Boston,  November  3. 

Henry  Stone  Hovey,  born  in  Boston,  January  30,  1844, 
died  in  Boston,  November  23. 

Edwin  Leighton  Rollins,  born  in  Peterboro,  N.  Y.,  Novem- 
ber 29,  1837,  died  in  Wellesley,  November  27. 

William  Minot,  born  in  West  Roxbury,  May  7,  1849,  died 
in  Boston,  November  30. 
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Roger  Wolcott,  born  in  Boston,  July  13,  1847,  tlied  in 
Boston,  December  21. 

Hon.  Mellen  Chamberlain  was  an  honorary  member ; 
Messrs.  Turner,  Haynes,  Perry,  Jones,  Eaton,  Williams, 
Davis,  Porter,  Pfaff,  Gill,  Lincoln,  White,  Cutter,  Thacher, 
Wheelwright,  Cutter,  Dwight,  French,  Radclyffe,  Hovey, 
Minot,  Mrs.  Kimball  and  Miss  Ballister  were  life  members  ; 
Messrs.  Bennett,  French,  Williams,  Wellman,  Norman,  Ken- 
nedy, McClellan,  Andrews,  Pollock,  Russell,  Lovering,  Whit- 
more,  Morse,  Wilder,  Hudson,  Atwood,  Wiggin,  Rollins, 
Wolcott  and  Miss  Gale  were  annual   members. 

The  Directors  of  the  Bostonian  Society  desire  to  record  a 
deep-felt  expression  of  their  sense  of  loss  in  the  decease  of 
their  fellow  Director,  the  Rev,  Edward  Griffin  Porter,  whose 
sudden  death,  bringing  grief  to  his  relatives  and  to  all  who 
had  the  privilege  of  his  acquaintance,  has  removed  one  of 
the  most  useful  members  of  the  community. 

By  birth  and  education  fitted  for  the  work,  which  always 
was  most  congenial  to  him,  his  life  was  one  of  extraordinary 
usefulness  and  activity. 

Although  passing  away  at  63  years  of  age,  the  work  which 
he  accomplished  during  that  period,  in  quality  and  extent, 
was  such  as  it  is  seldom  given  any  man  to  achieve  in  the 
longest  time  allotted. 

As  a  member  of  the  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission,  as  a 
preacher  and  pastor,  with  health  at  times  seriously  impaired 
by  his  labors  in  both  capacities  ;  as  an  organizer  of  remark- 
able ability,  conspicuously  in  the  case  of  the  Hancock  Con- 
gregational Church,  at  Lexington,  Mass.,  where  he  served  as 
pastor  for  23  years  ;  as  a  member  in  that  town  of  the  School 
Committee,  trustee  of  the  Public  Library,  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  exercises  of  the  Lexington  Centennial  in  1875, 
on  the  Overseers'  committee  to  visit  Harvard  College ;  one 
of  the  board  of  visitors  for  Wellesley  College  and  Bradford 
Academy ;  trustee  of  the  Abbott  Academy,  Andover,  and 
Lawrence  Academy,  Groton  ;  president  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  the  American  College  in  Asia  Minor ;  representing 


Massachusettsfin  the  historical  department  at  the  Philadel- 
phia Centennial  Exhibition  in  1876;  the  writer  of  innumer- 
able historical  sketches  and  occasional  papers,  as  president 
of  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  and  an 
active  member  of  many  other  societies  and  associations ;  in 
all  these  capacities,  in  which  his  interest  was  never  merely 
nominal,  he  has  left  an  enduring  monument. 

Mr.  Porter  was  an  active  and  interested  Director  in  our 
Society.  Always  ready  with  valuable  suggestions  and  advice, 
and  the  contributor  of  valuable  papers  from  time  to  time,  he 
was  endeared  to  us  as  a  kind-hearted,  amiable,  upright,  highly 
gifted  man,  and  we  believe  that  his  memory  will  be  most 
cherished  by  those  who  knew  him  best  and  longest. 

The  Society  took  action  on  the  death  of  our  late  member, 
who  was  also  one  of  our  founders,  Mr.  William  H.  Whitmore, 
by  the  adoption  of  the  following  minute,  offered  by  our  fellow 
Director,  Mr.  David  H.  Coolidge :  — 

The  Bostonian  Society  have  learned  with  regret  of  the  death  of 
Mr.  William  H.  Whitmore,  late  an  Associate  member  and  one  of 
its  earliest  Directors,  which  occurred  at  his  home  in  Boston  on  the 
14th  of  June  last. 

Mr.  Whitmore  was  one  of  the  founders  of  this  Society,  which 
was  formed  largely  and  originally  of  the  members  of  the  Antiqua- 
rian Club,  and  it  was  at  his  suggestion  and  through  his  earnest 
endeavors  that  the  Club  was  merged  in  our  Society  and  an  act  of 
incorporation  obtained  on  December  ist,  188 1. 

It  was  through  his  efforts  and  persistent  application,  together 
with  his  intimate  knowledge  of  city  affairs,  that  the  city  granted  us 
a  lease  of  this  building. 

His  well  known  knowledge  of  antiquarian  and  historical  subjects, 
particularly  those  relating  to  Boston,  his  peculiar  aptitude  for  inves- 
tigation in  these  lines,  and  his  great  interest  in  our  objects  and  pur- 
poses, made  him  a  most  valuable  member,  and  we  feel  that  in  his 
death  the  Society  has  sustained  a  severe  loss. 

In  the  death  of  one  of  our  honorary  members,  Hon.  Mellen 
Chamberlin,  the  Society  and  the  city  have  lost  one  devoted 
to  its  best  interests.  After  achieving  eminence  on  the  Bench, 
he  became  Librarian  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  and 
labored  earnestly  and  successfully  to  improve  the  discipline 
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and  efficiency  of  that  beneficent  institution.  Forced  to 
retire  by  declining  health,  he  employed  his  time  in  historical 
writing  and  research,  and  has  enriched  the  Boston  Public 
Library  by  the  gift  of  a  priceless  collection  of  autographs 
and  historical  monographs.  We  have  often  listened  to  him 
here  at  our  meetings  with  pleasure  and  profit,  and  so  well 
versed  was  he  in  early  American  history  that  he  spoke  with 
rare  authority. 

The  unexpected  death  of  Ex-Gov.  Roger  Wolcott  is  so 
recent  that  we  have  not  recovered  from  the  stunning  blow, — 
the  pain  of  loss  is  keen  within  us.  In  every  relation  of  life, 
as  a  citizen,  a  patriot,  a  chief  magistrate,  a  friend,  he  fulfilled 
our  ideal.  None  knew  him  but  to  love  him  ;  none  spake  of 
him  but  to  praise. 

We  know  many  who  always  voted  for  Governor  Wolcott 
though  usually  voting  with  the  opposite  party.  They  re- 
garded the  character  of  the  man  as  the  best  guarantee  that 
he  would  say  the  right  word  and  do  the  right  thing  at  the 
right  time.  We  regard  this  as  the  highest  tribute  to  the 
character  of  a  man,  that  we  have  confidence  in  the  righteous 
character  of  his  action  as  a  man,  regardless  of  party  con- 
siderations. 

Many  other  honored  names  are  in  the  list  just  read.  We 
mourn  their  loss  and  hold  their  names  in  benediction. 

One  hundred  years  ago  Boston  was  a  small  town  of  18,000 
inhabitants ;  to-day  a  great  cosmopolitan  city.  Its  Puritan 
founders  and  their  traditions  have  well  nigh  passed  away. 
Cotton  Mather  and  his  reverend  associates  would  not  feel  at 
home  in  the  Boston  of  to-day.  New  ideas,  a  new  environ- 
ment, the  spirit  of  a  new  century  greet  us.  Its  watchwords 
are  liberty  and  progress.  We  believe  that  in  the  future,  as  in 
the  past,  Boston  will  be  in  the  vanguard  in  the  struggle  for 
human  liberty,  and  that  the  conservative  principles  and  Bos- 
tonian  spirit,  which  our  Society  does  much  to  perpetuate,  will 
make  Boston  a  safe  guide  in  the  path  of  real  progress. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joshua  P.  Bodfish, 

For  the  Directors. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  ROOMS. 

The  beginning  of  the  new  century  finds  the  Bostonian 
Society  fully  prepared  to  do  its  important  work.  Its  home, 
the  historic  building  in  which  we  are  assembled,  has  been 
thoroughly  renovated  by  the  liberality  of  the  city  authorities, 
and  to  them  we  offer  our  due  acknowledgments. 

The  renovation  of  the  Old  State  House  has  led  obviously 
to  a  complete  rearrangement  of  the  collections  of  the  Society. 
This  has  been  accomplished,  and  they  can  now  be  studied 
intelligently  by  the  multitude  of  visitors  to  our  Memorial 
Halls. 

The  sum  of  ^26.49  has  been  expended  during  the  past 
year  for  the  proper  care  of  the  rooms  and  collections,  and  the 
sales  of  the  various  publications  have  produced  a  revenue 
of  $170.80. 

The  collections  have  been  enriched  during  the  year  1900 
by  the  addition  of  many  interesting  relics.  The  most  impor- 
tant are  :  A  marble  bust,  with  pedestal,  of  Gen.  Joseph  War- 
ren, a  loan  from  the  City  of  Boston,  through  His  Honor  the 
Mayor ;  a  rare  fac  simile  of  the  original  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, a  loan  ;  an  original  copy  of  a  contemporaneous 
broadside,  shov/ing  the  events  on  land  and  sea  of  the  War  of 
1812;  an  oil  portrait  of  Lorenzo  Papanti,  for  many  years  a 
respected  teacher  of  dancing  in  this  city ;  and  a  collection  of 
relics  formerly  owned  by  Hon.  Nathaniel  B.  Shurtleff,  Mayor 
of  Boston  in  1868.  A  detailed  list  of  the  accessions  and 
donors  follows  later. 

Our  local  monthly  periodical,  '*  The  New  England  Maga- 
zine," has  published  during  the  past  year  articles  entitled, 
"  Faneuil  Hall,"  "Thomas  Hutchinson,  Tory  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,"  and  "  Notable  Trees  about  Boston."  A 
portion  of  the  illustrations  in  these  articles  were  copied  from 
the  collections  of  the  Society,  and  the  favors  were  suitably 
acknowledged. 

The  Committee  on  the  Rooms  propose  to  illustrate  the 
Annual  Proceedings  with  reproductions  of  ancient  maps  and 
pictures  of  the  city  from  the  collections  of  the  Society.  These 
will  be  made  by  the  photogravure  process,  and,  it  is  hoped, 
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will  increase  the  interest  of  members  in  the  "  history  of 
Boston  and  the  preservation  of  its  antiquities."  We  give 
with  this  report  a  photogravure  of  the  Carwjtham  view  of 
Boston  (which  is  the  earliest  picture  showing  the  whole  of 
the  town),  from  an  original  impression  of  the  print,  hand- 
colored,  as  issued,  in  our  collection.  It  is  the  work  of  I. 
Carwithara,  of  London,  England,  and  the  enterprise  was 
promoted  by  William  Burgis,  who  has  been  called  the  father 
of  the  art  of  engraving  in  this  country,  and  by  "William 
Price,  print  and  Bookseller."  The  exact  date  of  its  appear- 
ance is  not  known,  but  the  print  was  on  sale  in  Boston 
in  1725.  The  Price  view  (so  called)  was  at  one  time  thought 
to  be  the  earliest  print,  but  upon  the  re-discovery  of  the 
Carwithara  view  about  twenty  years  ago,  it  was  clearly  evi- 
dent that  the  Price  view  was  made  by  slightly  changing  the 
Carwithara  plate.  The  size  of  the  original  is  17  by  loi 
inches. 

The  following  advertiseraents  in  the  New  England  Courajit 
probably  refer  to  the  Carwithara  view  :  — 

Oct.  8,  1722,  "a  View  of  the  Great  Town  of  Boston,  taken 
frora  a  Standing  on  Noddle's  Island,  and  designed  to  be  cut 
on  Copper,  will  be  carried  on  by  Subscription,  as  such  expen- 
sive Works  generally  are.  Those  Gentlemen  that  would 
encourage  such  a  Design  may  see  the  View  at  Mr,  Price's, 
Print  and  Map-seller,  over  against  the  Town  House,  where 
Proposals  are  to  be  had,  and  Subscriptions  taken  in." 

Nov.  12,  1722,  "Whereas,  there  has  been  an  advertisement 
lately  published  of  a  design  to  print  a  view  of  this  Town  of 
Boston,  taken  frora  Noddle's  Island, — this  is  to  certify  that 
the  undertaker,  Williara  Burgis,  desires  all  gentleraen  to  be 
speedy  in  their  subscriptions,  in  order  to  send  the  Drawing 
to  England  this  fall,  that  he  raay  conform  to  the  proposals 
to  that  end  lately  published.  N.  B.  —  Sufficient  security  is 
given  to  conform  to  the  conditions  of  the  said  proposals,  or 
to  return  the  advance  money." 

Looking  at  the  Carwithara  view  frora  left  to  right,  the 
second  steeple  is  that  of  the  New  South  ;  next,  to  the  right, 
is  the  Province  House,  then  the  Old  South,  King's  Chapel, 
its  tower,  about  as  high  as  the  present  one,  surmounted  by  a 
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tall  mast  at  whose  top  was  a  weather-cock,  and  half-way  up  a 
large  gilt  crown  ;  next  is  Peter  Faneuil's  mansion  on  Tremont 
Street,  the  First  Church  on  Washington  Street,  the  Town 
House,  Brattle  Square  Church,  the  New  Brick  on  Hanover 
Street,  the  Clark-Frankland  and  Hutchinson  houses,  the  Old 
North  Meeting  House,  Christ  Church,  Mr.  Ruck's  house,  and 
Newport's  Meeting  House  (the  New  North).  The  Fort  and 
Fort  Hill  are  easily  distinguished,  and  the  "beacon,"  on  the 
crest  of  Beacon  Hill,  is  just  at  the  right  of  King's  Chapel. 

Of  these  buildings,  the  Old  South  and  Christ  Church 
alone  remain,  as  shown  in  the  print.  King's  Chapel  as  seen 
in  the  engraving  is  the  original  building,  which  was  after- 
wards replaced  by  the  present  stone  structure  ;  of  the  Town 
House,  now  the  Old  State  House,  the  original  walls  remain, 
it  having  been  rebuilt  after  the  fire  of  1747;  the  "Old 
North,"  so  called,  in  which  the  Mathers  preached,  was  de- 
molished by  the  British  troops  during  the  siege  of  Boston ; 
of  the  old  Province  House  a  portion  of  the  northerly  wall 
is  still  standing. 

It  is  interesting  to  record,  in  closing,  that  Independence 
Hall  in  Philadelphia,  which  shares  with  the  Old  State  House 
in  Boston  the  distinction  of  being  the  most  historic  buildings 
in  the  United  States,  has  also,  within  the  past  few  years, 
been  finely  restored  to  its  original  condition  by  the  City  of 
Philadelphia.  Long  may  these  edifices,  now  arrayed  in  their 
former  beauty,  which  have  echoed  the  voices  and  footsteps 
of  the  founders  of  the  Republic,  remain  in  our  midst  as 
object  lessons  to  the  people  of  the  land. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  the  Committee, 

Levi  L.  Willcutt, 
James  F.  Hunnewell, 
David  H.  Coolidge, 
Francis  H.  Manning, 
Curtis   Guild,  President, 
Charles   F.   Read,  Cle^'k. 
December ^l,  igoo. 
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COMMITTEE    ON   THE   LIBRARY. 

The  Library  has  continued  to  do  its  proportionate  share  of 
the  work  of  the  Bostonian  Society  during  the  year  1900, 
and  is  visited  more  and  more  by  students,  writers  and  illus- 
trators, who  appreciate  the  value  of  a  free  reference  library 
in  the  heart  of  the  business  section  of  the  city. 

The  large  increase,  of  late  years,  in  the  number  of  books 
and  pamphlets,  has  made  it  necessary  to  provide  for  their 
accommodation.  This  has  been  supplied  by  additional 
shelves  in  the  Directors'  room  ;  and  there  may  be  found  also 
the  cabinet  which  has  been  provided  for  the  large  collection 
of  photographs  and  prints  in  the  possession  of  the  Society. 

The  most  important  addition  to  the  Library  during  the 
past  year  is  a  complete  set,  127  volumes,  of  the  "Official 
Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies ;  War  of  the 
Rebellion,"  with  the  accompanying  atlases.  This  work  has 
been  given  to  the  Society  by  our  fellow  member  Capt.  Albert 
A.  Folsom,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  service  in  the  future 
to  the  student  of  the  history  of  that  great  conflict. 

Other  gifts  worthy  of  mention  are :  Fifty  volumes  of 
Boston  Directories,  from  1830  to  1886,  from  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  Massachusetts  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Co.;  Vols.  I  and  II  of  the  -'Mayflower  Descendant,"  from 
the  editor,  George  Ernest  Bowman ;  the  commemorative 
volume  of  the  250th  Anniversary  of  the  Second  Church  in 
Boston,  from  Francis  H.  Brown,  M.  D. ;  "  The  Life  of  Francis 
Parkman,"  a  member  of  the  Society  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
from  his  sister  Miss  Parkman  ;  "  The  Memoir  and  Medical 
Writings  of  Henry  J,  Bigelow,  M.  D.,"  from  his  son  William 
S.  Bigelow,  M.  D.  ;  and  Vols.  VI  and  VII  of  "  Massachusetts 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  Revolutionary  War,"  from  the 
State  of  Massachusetts.  A  detailed  list  of  the  books  and 
donors  follows  later. 

The  Library  has  become  valuable  in  the  departments  of 
local  history,  biography  and  genealogy,  but  there  are  many 
works,  more  or  less  of  a  standard  character,  which  the  interest 
of  the  members  of  the  Society  or  its  friends  should  induce 
them  to  place  on  our  shelves. 
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Among  those  which  would  be  welcome  are  copies  of  the 
"Boston  Directory,"  for  the  years  1806  and  1810,  to  com- 
plete our  set ;  "  The  Records  of  Massachusetts  Bay ; "  the 
publications  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  of  which 
we  possess  a  limited  number ;  and  a  set  of  the  "  New  Eng- 
land Magazine,"  a  well  known  repository  of  local  history. 

For  the  Committee, 

Charles  F.  Read, 
December  JI,  igoo.  Clerk. 

REPORT   OF   THE   TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  begs  leave  to  present  herewith  his  Report 
for  the  year  1900. 

The  invested  fund  of  the  Bostonian  Society  is  in  a  satis- 
factory condition,  and  has  been  increased  during  the  past 
year  by  the  purchase  of  an  American  Telephone  and  Tele- 
graph four  per  cent.  ^1,000  bond. 

The  description  of  the  invested  fund,  which  produces  a 
yearly  income  of  $1,175.00,  is  as  follows  :  — 

City  of  Boston,  4  and  5%  bonds 

"     "   Providence,  3^%       " 

»     "   Cleveland,  5%  '' 

"     "   Dayton,  5%  " 

State  of  Massachusetts,  2)h%  bonds 
Am.  T.  and  T.  Co.,  4%  "     . 

On  deposit,  N.  E.  Trust  Co. 


It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  current  account  does  not  re- 
ceive sufficient  income  from  the  annual  membership  of  the 
Society  to  pay  its  annual  expenses,  and  that,  in  order  to 
meet  this  deficiency,  it  is  necessary  to  transfer  to  this  ac- 
count a  portion  of  the  interest  of  the  invested  fund. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1895  there  were  634  annual  mem- 
bers ;  there  are  now  477,  there  having  been  a  steady  de- 
crease, caused  largely  by  transfers  to  life  membership  and 
by  deaths  of  members. 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  members  of  the  Society  will  en- 
deavor to  increase  its  membership.  While  we  gladly  welcome 
such  persons  as  prefer  to  become  life  members,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  larger  proportion  should  pay  annual  fees. 

If  this  were  accomplished,  the  consequent  increase  of  the 
invested  fund  would,  ere  many  years,  place  the  Society  in  a 
sound  financial  condition. 

Charles   F.  Read, 

Treasurer. 

December;^!,  igoo. 

REPORT  OF  THE  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Francis  H.  Manning,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to 
nominate  Officers  of  the  Society  for  1901,  made  the  follow- 
ing report :  — 

For  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Charles  F.  Read. 

For  Directors, 

Levi  L.  Willcutt, 


Curtis  Guild, 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish, 
Benjamin  C.  Clark, 
James  F.  Hunnewell, 


David  H.  Coolidge, 
Albert  A.  Folsom, 
William  H.  Lincoln, 


William  T.  R.  Marvin. 

[Signed]  Francis  H.  Manning,  Chairman. 

Francis  H.  Brown. 
RuFus  G.  F.  Candage. 
Nathaniel  H.  Henchman. 
Robert  B.  Williams. 

The  Report  was  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  to  proceed  to 
ballot.  The  result,  as  ascertained  by  the  tellers,  Messrs. 
Manning,  Williams  and  Reynolds,  showed  that  the  candidates 
were  unanimously  elected. 

It  was  voted  that  the  President's  address  and  the  various 
reports  be  printed  in  the  Annual  Proceedings. 
Adjourned. 

Charles  F.  Read, 

Clerk. 
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BOSTON  SHIPS,  PAST  AND  PRESENT. 

The  following  Paper  was  read  before  the  Society  by  Capt. 
R.  G.  F.  Candage,  November  13,  1900:  — 

The  mariner  occasionally  catches  sight  of  a  sail,  as  his  eye 
surveys  the  horizon  of  the  vast  and  trackless  ocean  he  is 
traversing,  which  gives  him  food  for  thought  and  speculation 
for  the  time  ;  and  we  catch  glimpses  from  the  pages  of  history 
that  span  the  past,  of  the  ships  built  in,  owned  and  sailed 
into  and  out  of  the  port  of  Boston,  from  its  settlement  down 
to  the  present  time ;  and  these  form  the  subject  of  this 
paper. 

A  survey  of  the  recorded  facts  in  regard  to  Boston's  ship- 
ping interests  makes  it  plain  to  the  observer  that  the  growth, 
importance  and  wealth  of  Boston,  from  its  settlement  to  the 
time  of  our  late  Civil  War,  was  very  largely  promoted  by  its 
ships,  ship-owners  and  ship-masters. 

In  163 1,  the  year  following  its  settlement,  the  shipping 
industry  of  the  port  began  in  building  the  Blessing  of  the 
Bay,  by  Gov.  Winthrop,  at  Mystic,  a  barque  of  thirty  tons. 
From  that  time  Boston's  importance  as  a  ship-building  and 
ship-owning  port  grew,  until  it  became  the  largest  on  this 
continent,  a  supremacy  it  long  held. 

In  1635,  it  is  recorded  that  Governor  Vane  gave  a  dinner 
to  the  ship-masters  then  in  port,  at  which  fifteen  partook  of 
his  hospitality.  Those  were  English  ship-masters,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  but  the  number  is  indicative  of  the  impor- 
tance of  Boston  as  a  shipping  port  four  years  after  it  was 
settled. 

In  1638  an  English  authority  stated  that  there  were  four- 
teen ships  then  loading  in  the  Thames  for  New  England, 
presumably  the  greater  part  if  not  all,  for  Boston.  Another 
in  1642  said:  "The  people  of  Boston  are  engaged  in  ship- 
building, and  have  a  good  store  of  barques,  ketches,  lighters, 
shallops  and  other  vessels." 

In  1643-44  Nehemiah  Bourne  built  the  ship  Trial,  of 
160  tons,  the  first  square-rigged  ship  built  in  Boston.     Mr. 
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Bourne  resided  in  Boston,  near  where  Union  Wharf  now  is, 
for  some  years,  and  then  returned  to  England  where  he 
became  Rear  Admiral  of  the  Parliament's  naval  fleet.  Mr. 
Horace  E.  Scudder,  in  the  Memorial  History  of  Boston 
says:  "Between  163 1  and  1640,  other  ships  were  built  on 
the  Mystic,  at  Marblehead  and  Salem,  and  the  building  of  a 
ship  of  300  tons  at  Salem,  by  Mr.  Peter,  stirred  up  the  inhab- 
itants of  Boston  to  build  one  in  the  yard  of  Mr.  Bourne,  of 
160  tons  ;  evidently  the  Trial." 

The  Trial  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Thomas  Graves,  who 
came  over  Master  of  the  Talbot,  as  Vice  Admiral  of  Win- 
throp's  fleet,  "an  able  and  godly  man,"  says  the  old  chronicle. 
In  the  Trial  he  made  a  voyage  with  a  cargo  of  fish  to  Bilboa 
and  Malaga,  and  returned  to  Boston,  with  fruit,  wine,  wool 
and  other  products.  The  rocks  at  the  entrance  of  Broad 
Sound  are  supposed  to  have  been  named  Graves,  in  his 
honor. 

In  1645,  it  was  stated  that  "Boston  fishermen  ventured  so 
far  as  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,"  In  1664,  John  Hull 
recorded  in  his  diary  that  "  100  sail  of  ships  entered  Boston 
Harbor, —  our  own  and  strangers', —  and  all  loaded  home." 
Edward  Randolph  in  1676  said  :  "Several  ships  arrived  in 
Boston,  from  Spain,  France,  Straits,  Canaries  and  other  ports 
of  Europe.  Several  ships  were  built  in  Boston  and  sold  in 
England  and  other  parts.  Good  ships  were  built  at  four 
pounds  per  ton."  At  that  time  there  were  belonging  to  the 
Colony  thirty  ships  of  100  to  250  tons,  besides  700  smaller 
ones.  In  "An  Account  of  New  England"  by  William 
Harris  of  Rhode  Island,  written  about  this  time,  it  is  stated 
that  "they  build  every  year  about  Boston,  Salem  and  in 
that  jurisdiction,  twelve  ships  between  forty  and  eighty  tons. 
The  merchants  seem  to  be  rich  men,  and  their  houses  as 
handsomely  furnished  as  most  in  London." 

Edward  Randolph,  Collector  of  Customs  at  Boston  in  1688, 
made  returns  of  clearances  for  the  six  months  ending  Septem- 
ber 29  of  that  year ;  "  seven  vessels  for  London  ;  one  for 
Fayal ;  two  for  Madeira  ;  one  for  Holland  ;  eleven  for  Bilboa  ; 
one  for  Canaries ;  eighty-four  for  Barbadoes,  Jamaica  and 
other  West  India  islands ;  thirty-four  for  other  North  Ameri- 
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can  colonies  ;  one  for  Portugal  and  one  for  Cadiz.  Almost 
all  these  vessels  were  owned  in  Boston  and  plantation- 
built." 

Within  the  same  period  there  entered  thirty-seven  vessels 
from  other  American  Colonies ;  eighty-nine  from  the  West 
Indies  ;  twenty-one  from  England ;  two  from  Madeira  ;  four 
from  Fayal  ;  and  one  from  Ireland,  with  immigrants  bound 
for  Virginia. 

Lord  Bellomont  in  1698  said  :  —  "I  believe  there  are  more 
good  vessels  belonging  to  Boston  than  to  all  Scotland  and 
Ireland.  There  are  twenty-five  sail  of  100  to  200  tons ; 
thirty-eight  of  100  and  under ;  fifty  brigantines ;  thirteen 
ketches ;  sixty-seven  sloops,  and  in  all  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three.  The  merchants  of  Boston  at  that  time  com- 
puted their  trade  at  four  times  that  of  New  York." 

For  the  three  years  ending  June  4,  1717,  the  clearances 
from  Boston  were,  "for  the  West  Indies,  five  hundred  and 
eighteen  vessels ;  for  Campeachy,  twenty-five ;  for  foreign 
plantations,  fifty-eight ;  for  Newfoundland,  forty-five ;  for 
Europe,  forty-three ;  for  Madeira,  Azores,  etc.,  thirty-four ; 
for  British  plantations  and  continent,  three  hundred  and 
ninety  ;  for  ports  unknown,  eleven  ;  a  total  of  twelve  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  ;  twelve  hundred  of  which  were  plantation 
built.  Their  combined  tonnage  amounted  to  62,788,  and 
their  crews  to  between  eight  and  nine  thousand  men.  That 
was  more  than  20,000  tons  for  each  year.  New  York  for 
that  period  averaged  about  7,000  tons  annually,  or  less  than 
a  third  of  Boston's  tonnage." 

The  shipping  and  commerce  had  so  increased  and  was  of 
such  importance  that  the  merchants  and  ship-owners  of  Bos- 
ton prevailed  upon  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  to  provide 
the  means  for  erecting  a  lighthouse  at  the  entrance  to  the 
harbor.  The  lighthouse  was  built,  the  first  on  the  American 
continent,  and  lighted  in  1716,  —  the  ninth  then  in  existence 
in  the  world. 

A  report  to  the  British  Board  of  Trade  in  1721,  sets  forth 
that  :  "  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  vessels  were  built  in  a 
year,  measuring  6,000  tons,  mostly  for  sale  abroad  ;  but  there 
were  owned  in  the  Province  about  one  hundred  and  ninety 
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sail,  besides  one  hundred  and  fifty  boats  employed  in  the 
coast  fisheries." 

Mr.  John  Oldmixon,  in  his  work  "  The  British  Empire  in 
America,"  published  in  1741,  wrote:  "Upon  the  whole, 
Boston  is  the  most  flourishing  town  for  trade  and  commerce 
in  the  English  America.  Near  six  hundred  sail  of  ships  have 
been  laden  here  in  a  year,  for  Europe  and  the  British  plan- 
tations. In  1 741  there  were  at  one  and  the  same  time,  upon 
the  stocks  in  Boston,  forty  topsail  vessels,  measuring  about 
7,000  tons."  In  1743  thirty  vessels  were  built;  in  1746 
twenty;  and  in  1749  fifteen.  From  Christmas,  1747,  to 
Christmas,  1748,  five  hundred  and  forty  vessels  cleared  from 
Boston,  and  four  hundred  and  thirty  entered.  Those  figures 
did  not  include  coasting  and  fishing  vessels,  of  about  an 
equal  number. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  controversy  between  England  and 
America,  which  led  to  the  Revolution  and  the  separation  of 
the  Colonies  from  the  mother  country,  Boston  was  the  most 
enterprising  and  prosperous  town  on  the  North  American 
continent.  Its  ships  traded  with  Spain,  France,  Portugal, 
Holland,  Canaries,  Guinea  and  Madagascar.  Many  of  her 
merchants  were  rich  and  of  great  influence.  In  fact,  it  was 
her  commerce  and  shipping,  and  the  antagonisms  they  en- 
gendered in  England,  that  had  much  to  do  with  bringing  on 
the  war. 

From  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  ship- 
building and  ship-owning  suffered  and  declined  as  much  or 
more  than  any  other  industry,  in  Boston  and  in  the  seaports 
of  the  country.  But  Boston  was  active  in  fitting  out  and 
maintaining  privateers  during  the  war, —  the  number,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Edward  Strong's  Index,  being  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  vessels. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  Boston's  shipping  interests,  with 
those  of  all  other  classes,  had  greatly  suffered,  but  speedily 
revived.  Ship-building  soon  became  active  again  and  Boston 
ships,  ship-masters  and  ship-owners  made  preparations  for  a 
share  of  the  India,  China,  and  North  West  Coast  trades. 

On  March  9,  1784,  a  London  paper  announced  that  "Two 
ships    from    Boston    had   arrived,    seeking   cargoes,"      Ship 
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building  at  Boston  in  July,  1788,  had  revived  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  it  was  stated  that  "  Four  large  ships  were  being 
built,  of  300  tons,  to  be  launched  in  August ;  and  that  the 
exports  for  August  of  that  year  amounted  to  ^145,146   5^-. 

In  November,  1788,  the  ship  Hercules  and  Omphale  was 
advertised  to  sail  for  the  Isle  of  France  and  England,  and  in 
December,  the  Adventure  for  the  Isle  of  France.  A  little 
later,  in  January,  1789,  the  ship  Astraea  sailed  for  Canton, 
in  command  of  Capt.  James  Magee,  who  had  recently  made 
a  voyage  to  China  in  the  ship  Hope.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Boston  Marine  Society,  and  on  his  return  home  in  the 
Astraea,  in  June,  1790,  he  presented  two  China  pitchers  and 
bowls  to  the  Society,  one  of  which  is  still  to  be  seen  in  the 
Society's  rooms  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Building,  in 
this  city. 

In  April,  1789,  the  ship  Friendship  arrived  at  Boston  from 
Madras.  That  year  there  were  reported  to  be  at  the  Isle  of 
France  twenty-three  American  ships,  sixteen  of  which  were 
from  Boston  and  Salem. 

In  March,  1790,  the  new  frigate-built  ship  Massachusetts, 
of  800  tons,  under  command  of  Capt.  Job  Prince,  sailed  from 
Boston  for  Batavia,  where  she  safely  arrived  after  a  passage 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  days.  After  discharging  her 
cargo  at  Batavia,  she  proceded  to  Canton,  and  was  there  sold 
to  the  agents  of  the  Portuguese  Government  for  $65,000. 

Mr.  Samuel  Shaw,  the  first  to  call  attention  of  Bostonians 
to  the  China  trade,  went  out  in  the  Massachusetts.  He  re- 
turned home  to  procure  another  ship  for  that  trade,  which  he 
succeeded  in  doing  and  sailed  in  her  on  his  fourth  voyage, 
but  died  off  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  his  way  home.  The 
late  Robert  G.  Shaw,  the  prominent  Boston  merchant,  was 
his  nephew. 

It  was  the  Boston  ship  Columbia  which  opened  up  the 
North  West  Coast  trade.  That  ship  sailed  from  Boston  in 
1787  under  command  of  Capt.  Kendrick,  with  the  sloop 
Washington  as  a  consort.  She  reached  Nootka  Sound  in 
September,  procured  a  cargo,  and  proceeded  to  Canton  under 
command  of  Capt.  Robert  Gray  who  had  been  her  first  officer. 
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Capt.  Kendrick  remaining  behind  in  charge  of  the  Washing- 
ton. At  Canton  the  Columbia  sold  her  furs  and  loaded  teas 
for  Boston,  where  she  arrived  August  lo,  1790.  She  was 
the  first  ship  to  circumnavigate  the  globe  under  the  American 
flag.  The  Washington,  which  followed  the  course  of .  the 
Columbia,  was  a  sloop  of  90  tons,  and  the  first  of  that  rig  of 
any  nation  to  make  a  voyage  round  the  world. 

The  avrivals  in  Boston  from  abroad  in  1790,  were  sixty 
ships  ;  seven  snows ;  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  brigs  ;  one 
hundred  and  seventy  schooners  ;  and  fifty-nine  sloops  ;  a  total 
of  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  vessels.  That  number  did  not 
include  vessels  in  the  coasting  trade,  which  numbered  about 
twelve  hundred  sail. 

The  voyage  of  the  Columbia  around  the  world  brought 
great  credit  to  the  flag,  and  renown  to  Boston,  but  no  great 
profit  to  the  owners,  part  of  whom  sold  out  their  interest  in 
her.  The  remaining  owners  were  more  sanguine  of  ultimate 
success  in  that  trade,  and  sent  her  out  the  second  time  under 
command  of  her  late  Master,  Capt.  Gray,  with  Robert  Has- 
well  as  first  officer  ;  she  sailed  the  28th  of  September,  1790, 
and  reached  the  North  West  Coast  the  following  June.  Her 
crew  erected  a  log  house  at  Clayquot  Sound,  and  during  the 
following  winter  built  a  sloop  of  44  tons,  which  was  named 
the  Adventure. 

In  the  spring  of  1792  Capt.  Gray  sent  the  Adventure 
northward,  in  command  of  Robert  Haswell,  to  collect  sea 
otter  skins,  while  he,  in  the  Columbia,  cruised  southward. 
In  latitude  64°  10',  he  saw  a  long  line  of  breakers,  which  con- 
vinced him  he  was  off  the  mouth  off  a  great  river.  After 
several  ineffectual  attempts  to  cross  the  bar,  on  account  of 
strong  opposing  current,  he  gave  up  for  the  time  the  effort 
and  proceeded  northward. 

Near  the  Straits  of  Fuca  he  fell  in  with  Captain  Vancouver, 
commander  of  an  English  fleet  of  three  vessels,  then  on  a 
voyage  of  exploration,  to  whom  he  imparted  the  knowledge 
he  had  obtained  of  what  he  supposed  was  the  entrance  to  a 
great  river.  Vancouver  replied  that  he  had  seen  an  opening 
in  that  latitude  two  days  before,  but  thought  it  was  a  small 
river  and  not  worthy  of  attention. 


Captain  Gray  determined  to  look  further,  and  heading  his 
ship  for  the  breakers,  which  he  saw  on  May  nth,  ran  through 
them  with  a  favorable  wind,  and  entered  the  great  river  of 
Oregon,  which  he  named  the  Columbia,  in  honor  of  the  ship 
under  his  command.  After  sailing  for  some  ten  miles  he 
came  to  anchor  in  ten  fathoms  of  water,  in  a  magnificent 
stream  four  or  five  miles  wide.  On  the  14th,  he  sailed  four- 
teen miles  further  up  the  river  and  then  returned  to  his 
former  anchorage.  On  the  19th  he  landed  with  his  crew, 
took  formal  possession  of  the  country  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  raised  the  American  flag,  buried  some  coins 
under  a  pine  tree  and  named  the  points  at  the  entrance  Cape 
Hancock  and  Cape  Adams.  That  gave  to  our  country  the 
right  to  the  Oregon  territory. 

Capt.  Gray  then  proceeded  to  China,  and  from  there  sailed 
for  Boston  in  February,  1793,  and  arrived  home  the  29th  of 
July.  On  passing  the  Castle  the  ship  saluted  the  flag  of  the 
United  States ;  the  salute  was  returned,  and  on  coming  to 
anchor  she  saluted  the  town  with  thirteen  guns,  which  citi- 
zens answered  with  loud  huzzas. 

Mr.  Thomas  H.  Perkins,  who  made  a  voyage  to  China  with 
Captain  Magee  in  1789,  on  his  return  to  Boston  sent  the 
brig  Hope  to  the  North  West  Coast,  under  command  of  Capt. 
Ingraham,  who  had  sailed  as  mate  of  the  Columbia. 

In  April,  1791,  Capt.  Ingraham  discovered  a  group  of 
islands  in  the  Pacific,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Wash- 
ington and  Adams.  They  are  now  known  as  the  Marquesas 
group. 

The  voyage  of  the  Plope  was  not  a  financial  success,  but 
before  that  was  known  in  Boston,  Mr.  Perkins  and  Capt. 
Magee  built  another  vessel  for  the  same  trade.  That  ship 
was  the  Margaret,  James  Magee  master.  The  Independent 
Chronicle  of  October  27,  1791,  said  : — "Upwards  of  seventy 
sail  of  vessels  sailed  from  this  port  on  Monday  last  for  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Among  them  was  the  ship  Margaret, 
James  Magee,  Esq.,  Commander,  bound  for  a  voyage  of  obser- 
vation and  enterprise  to  the  North  West  Coast  of  this  conti- 
nent. This  vessel  is  copper-bottomed  and  is  said  to  be  the 
best  provided  of  any  one  that  ever  sailed  from  this  port." 
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Capt.  Magee  took  out  with  him  the  frame  of  a  vessel,  and 
carpenters  who  built  a  craft  of  30  tons.  This  little  schooner 
collected  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  sea-otter  skins  which  sold 
at  thirty  and  forty  dollars  each,  when  Capt.  Magee  reached 
China,  and  added  greatly  to  the  profits  of  the  voyage. 

The  foreign  entries  in  Boston  for  the  year  1793,  were  three 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  the  foreign  clearances  were  two 
hundred  and  ninety-two. 

In  1794  Mr.  Thomas  Pemberton  wrote:  —  "There  are 
eighty  wharves  and  quays,  chiefly  on  the  east  side  of  the 
town.  Of  these  the  most  distinguished  is  Boston  pier,  or  the 
Long  Wharf,  which  extends  from  the  bottom  of  State  Street 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-three  feet  into  the 
harbor.  Here  the  principal  navigation  of  the  town  is  carried 
on  ;  vessels  of  all  burdens  load  and  unload  ;  and  the  London 
ships  generally  discharge  their  cargoes.  It  is  the  general 
resort  of  all  the  inhabitants,  and  is  more  frequented,  we  think, 
than  any  other  part  of  the  town.  The  harbor  of  Boston  at 
this  date  (November,  1794)  is  crowded  with  vessels.  Eighty- 
four  sail  have  been  counted  lying  at  two  of  the  wharves  only. 
It  is  reckoned  that  not  less  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  sail 
of  ships,  brigs,  schooners,  sloops  and  small  craft  are  now  in 
this  port." 

At  the  time  Mr.  Pemberton  was  writing  his  "  Description 
of  Boston,"  Edmund  Hart  was  making  preparations,  at  the 
spot  where  Constitution  Wharf  now  stands,  to  build  the 
frigate  Constitution  now  lying  at  the  Charlestown  Navy  Yard. 
She  was  launched  October  21,  1798.  Well  may  Bostonians 
feel  a  pride  in  the  old  frigate  built  within  the  city,  which  for 
more  than  a  century  has  defied  vessels  of  war  of  other  nations, 
withstood  the  storms  of  old  ocean,  the  corroding  tooth  of 
time  ;  and  now  rests  quietly  and  serenely  in  her  old  age,  upon 
the  bosom  of  the  waters  of  the  harbor  that  first  embraced 
her,  as  she  glided  from  the  ways  upon  which  she  was  con- 
structed. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  1794,  the  ship  Margaret,  Captain 
Magee,  arrived  from  Canton,  after  a  voyage  of  six  months. 
She  brought  news  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Shaw,  off  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  the  30th  of  May,  as  mentioned. 


The  war  between  England  and  France,  and  the  regulations 
in  regard  to  contraband  goods  and  of  ships  carrying  them, 
was  a  distressing  blow  to  American  shipping,  and  many  were 
captured  and  lost  to  their  owners.  The  United  States  did 
not  have  a  navy  which  could  protect  them.  The  ladies  of 
South  Carolina  built  the  John  Adams  and  presented  her  to 
the  Government ;  the  people  of  Newburyport  the  Merrimac, 
and  Salem  the  Essex.  The  citizens  of  Boston  raised  sub- 
scriptions to  build  and  pay  for  the  frigate  Boston.  She  was 
built  in  the  yard  of  and  by  Edmund  Hart,  builder  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Her  keel  was  laid  August  22,  1798,  and  on  May 
20th,  following,  she  was  launched  in  the  presence  of  John 
Adams,  President  of  the  United  States,  and  an  immense  con- 
course of  spectators.  She  was  rigged,  equipped,  and  sailed 
July  25,  1799,  o^  ^^^  fi^st  cruise,  under  command  of  Capt. 
George  Little,  and  for  the  next  ten  or  a  dozen  years  gave  a 
good  account  of  herself. 

Notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  shipping  labored  under 
at  this  time.  Captain  Cleveland  mentions  in  his  journal  that 
he  saw  four  Boston  ships  on  the  North  West  Coast  in  1799  5 
and  he  stated  that  ten  others  were  to  be  dispatched  from 
Boston  for  that  coast  in  the  following  winter.  He  also  wrote  : 
"■During  my  three  months'  residence  at  Calcutta,  no  less 
than  twelve  ships  were  laden  with  the  produce  and  manufac- 
tures of  Hindostan,  for  the  United  States." 

Boston  ships  were  about  the  only  American  ships  seen  on 
the  North  West  Coast,  and  as  a  consequence,  by  the  natives, 
an  American  was  called  "a  Boston  man,"  and  an  Englishman 
"  a  King  George  man." 

In  1798  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Perkins  bought  the  ship  Thomas 
Russell,  and  sent  her  on  a  voyage  to  China, —  a  trade  he  had 
previously  been  interested  in  ;  and  three  or  four  years  later  he 
established  a  branch  house  at  Canton.  That  house  was  after- 
wards merged  in  that  of  Russell  &  Co.,  with  Augustine 
Heard,  Paul  Forbes,  Robert  B.  Forbes,  and  Mr.  Russell 
Sturgis  (later  a  member  of  the  banking  house  of  Baring 
Brothers  &  Co.),  at  different  times,  members  of  the  firm. 
The  firm  of  Russell  &  Co.,  China,  whose  members  were 
Boston    men,   had   a   long    and    prosperous   career,  and   the 
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greater  part  of  American  financial  business  with  that  country 
was  conducted  through  it  for  many  years. 

Thus  we  have  seen  that  Boston  ships,  ship-masters,  ship- 
owners and  merchants  opened  the  American  trade  with  the 
North  West  Coast,  with  China  and  with  India ;  and  for 
many  years  that  trade  remained  in  the  hands  of  Boston 
people,  as  did  the  bulk  of  the  China  and  India  trades. 
The  ships  of  Mr.  William  Gray,  Bryant  &  Sturgis,  and 
others  besides  those  already  named,  carried  on  those 
trades. 

It  was  in  the  brig  Pilgrim,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Bryant  & 
Sturgis,  that  Richard  H.  Dana  gathered  his  material  for  his 
"Two  Years  Before  the  Mast,"  which  has  delighted  the 
readers  of  two  generations.  The  ship  Alert,  commanded  by 
Captain  Faucon,  which  Dana  mentions,  was  also  sent  out 
by  Bryant  &  Sturgis.  Of  all  that  company,  but  one  is  now 
living.  In  1894  Captain  Faucon  died  at  an  advanced  age, 
and  was  entombed  by  the  side  of  his  mother  at  King's 
Chapel.  The  last  and  only  survivor  of  Dana's  companions 
of  1833-4  is  Capt.  James  Hall,  of  Weymouth,  Mass.,  now  in 
his  90th  year.  He  was  the  "Jim  Hall "  taken  from  the  fore- 
castle of  the  Pilgrim  and  made  second  mate,  in  place  of  one 
disrated  and  sent  forward  by  Captain  Thompson  for  sleeping 
in  his  watch  on  deck.  "Jim  Hall,"  as  Dana  related,  "took 
up  his  quarters  in  the  land  of  knives  and  forks  and  teacups, 
and  became  Mr.  Hall." 

In  the  year  1805  an  incorporated  company  was  formed  in 
Boston  for  trade  with  London  and  Liverpool.  In  May  of 
that  year  Messrs.  Wood  &  Rollins  advertised  the  ship  Sally, 
Capt.  Seth  Webber,  as  "  a  regular  ship  between  this  port  and 
Liverpool."  She  was  323  tons,  "coppered  to  the  bends," 
with  elegant  accommodations  for  passengers.  She  returned 
in  September,  making  a  short  passage  of  twenty-eight  days, 
and  bringing  several  passengers.  She  started  on  her  second 
voyage  in  September,  under  command  of  Capt.  Winslow 
Lewis. 

Ammidon  &  Boyle  advertised  the  copper-bottom  ship 
Packet,  Captain  Scott,  to  sail  September  15,  and  again  the 
spring  following.     In  the  spring  of  1806  the  Boston  Import- 
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ing  Company's  ship  Romeo,  Capt.  John  Le  Bosquet,  for  Rot- 
terdam and  London,  was  to  sail  March  25  ;  she  returned 
from  London  early  in  the  fall.  Other  traders  to  London  were 
the  President  Adams,  John  Adams,  New  Packet,  Boston, 
and  New  Galen.  They  were  advertised  by  Haven,  Williams 
&  Co.,  Trott  &  Blake,  and  Wood  &  Rollins.  The  war  of 
1812  put  an  end  to  the  Boston  Importing  Co.,  and  it  closed 
its  affairs. 

The  growth  of  the  American  merchant  marine,  from  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  to  1807,  was  very  large 
indeed.  During  that  period  of  eighteen  years  the  tonnage 
of  the  country  multiplied  seven  fold;  from  1797  to  1807  the 
increase  was  a  quarter  million  of  tons,  or  forty-two  per  cent. 
It  amounted  in  1807  to  848,306  tons.  Of  that  amount  310,309 
tons,  or  more  than  a  third  of  the  whole,  belonged  to  Massa- 
chusetts. While  the  powers  of  Europe  had  been  at  war,  and 
intent  on  the  destruction  of  each  other's  commerce,  the  ship- 
ping merchants  of  the  United  States  saw  their  opportunity, 
and  profited  by  it. 

Then  came  the  reaction.  The  Orders  in  Council ;  the 
Berlin  Decrees  ;  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  American 
ships  by  both  French  and  English  ;  the  embargo ;  non-inter- 
course, and  war  with  England.  Agriculture  and  commerce 
suffered  ;  ship-building  was  given  up  for  the  time,  and  ships 
rotted  or  lay  idle  at  the  wharves,  and  the  fisheries  were 
abandoned. 

In  1 8 10  the  registered  tonnage  of  the  country  was  984,269, 
an  amount  not  again  reached  for  a  third  of  a  century,  or  until 
1843,  when  it  was  1,003,932.  The  tonnage  owned  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1810,  was  495,203,  more  than  the  combined  ton- 
nage, accoi-ding  to  Pitkin,  of  the  States  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania.  The  tonnage  of  New  York  City  at  that  time, 
however,  exceeded  that  of  Boston. 

The  ship-masters  and  ship-owners,  shut  out  from  their  usual 
opportunities  for  enterprise  and  gain  during  the  war,  turned 
their  attention  to  privateering.  Baltimore  fitted  out  fifty- 
eight  vessels.  New  York  fifty-five ;  Salem  forty ;  Boston 
thirty-one.  The  war  ended,  and  the  merchants  of  Boston  set 
to  work  to  repair  their  financial  losses  and  disasters.     Trade 
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slowly  revived,  ship-building  was  renewed,  old  trades  were 
re-established,  and  new  lines  were  opened. 

Packets  again  plied  between  English  ports  and  Boston  ; 
trade  with  the  North  West  Coast,  China,  India,  and  the  West 
Indies,  was  again  active,  and  the  trade  with  Russia  and  Baltic 
ports  took  on  favorable  conditions.  European,  Mediterranean 
and  South  American  trades  flourished  (the  Peruvian  guano 
trade  was  a  source  of  great  profit  to  ship-owners  at  one  time)  ; 
and  the  coastwise  trade  with  southern  ports,  together  with 
the  increased  shipment  of  cotton,  provisions  and  other  pro- 
ducts from  them,  exerted  a  great  influence  in  reviving  ship- 
building. 

The  ship-yards  of  the  south  shore,  of  South  Boston,  East 
Boston,  Medford,  Salem,  Newburyport,  Portsmouth,  and  the 
coast  of  Maine,  all  contributed  to  increase  the  tonnage  of 
Boston  ;  so  that  in  1843,  as  we  have  already  shown,  the 
tonnage  was  larger  than  ever  before. 

From  1820  to  1830,  the  foreign  and  domestic  trade  of 
Boston  steadily  increased,  and  between  1830  and  1840  the 
arrivals  from  foreign  ports  increased  from  six  hundred  and 
forty-two  to  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight  in 
that  decade,  notwithstanding  the  disastrous  check  caused  by 
the  panic  of  1837. 

In  1844  Enoch  Train  started  his  line  of  Boston  packets  to 
Liverpool.  His  first  ships  were  the  Dorchester,  500  tons ; 
Cairo,  600  tons  ;  Governor  Davis,  800  tons,  and  the  St.  Peters- 
burg, 800  tons,  all  Medford  built,  and  the  Ellen.  Capt.  Cald- 
well was  the  pioneer  master,  in  the  Dorchester,  of  the  line. 

The  first  ship  built  especially  for  the  line,  was  the  Joshua 
Bates,  followed  by  the  Anglo  Saxon,  Anglo  American,  Wash- 
ington Irving,  Ocean  Monarch,  Parliament,  Daniel  Webster, 
Star  of  Empire,  Chariot  of  Fame,  Staffordshire,  Cathedral, 
and  John  Eliot  Thayer.  Among  Train's  captains  were 
Caldwell,  Murdock,  Thayer,  Brown,  Howard,  Richardson, 
Sampson,  and  Knowles.  Donald  McKay  built  many  of  these 
vessels  at  East  Boston,  having  been  brought  into  prominence 
as  a  builder  by  Mr.  Train, 

During  this  time  there  were  lines  of  ships  to  New  Or- 
leans   and    Mobile,  with    barques   and   brigs    to    Savannah, 


Charleston,  Alexandria,  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  and 
schooners  to  New  York  and  elsewhere  along  the  coast. 
Boston  also  had  lines  of  ships  to  California  and  Australia. 
The  clearances  for  those  countries  in  1852  were  ninety- 
eight;  in  1853,  one  hundred  and  forty-nine;  in  1854,  fifty- 
nine;  in  1855,  sixteen  ;  in  1856,  fifty-four;  and  in  1857,  forty- 
seven.  Forty-four  vessels  were  built  in  East  Boston  in 
1855,  with  a  tonnage  of  45,988;  and  twenty-two  more  of 
2y,Si'jy  tons  were  on  the  stocks  at  the  close  of  that  year. 

The  tonnage  owned  in  Boston  in  1855  was  541,644, —  a 
total  larger  than  ever  reached  before,  or  since. 

The  arrivals  in  Boston  in  the  years  1856  to  1859,  inclu- 
sive, from  Calcutta,  were  in  1856,  seventy-eight  ships;  1857, 
ninety-six  ;  1858,  fifty-nine;  and  in  1859,  eighty-one. 

At  this  period  American  ships  carried  about  ninety  per 
cent,  of  the  total  commerce  of  the  country  ;  now  they  carry 
less  than  ten  per  cent.  ! 

The  War  of  the  Rebellion,  Confederate  cruisers,  the  sale 
of  ships  abroad,  or  the  placing  them  under  foreign  flags,  and 
the  change  from  sail  to  steam,  have  been  the  chief  causes  of 
this  great  decline.  While  the  commerce  of  the  country  has 
steadily  increased,  American  tonnage  in  the  foreign  trade 
has  not,  and  to-day  there  are  scarcely  a  half-dozen  square- 
rigged  ships  belonging  to  the  port  of  Boston  ;  and  no  steam- 
ships engaged  in  the  foreign  trade  sail  from  this  port  under 
the  American  flag,  except  those  of  the  United  Fruit  Co., 
which  hail  from  New  Jersey.  Efforts  have  been  made  to 
start  lines  of  American  steamships  in  the  foreign  trade,  but 
all  have  ended  in  failure.  Steamships  under  foreign  flags, 
however,  enter  and  clear  from  our  port  daily,  and  are  seem- 
ingly prosperous. 

The  ships  of  the  Cunard  line,  Warren  line,  Leyland  line, 
Allan  line,  Furness-Withy  line,  Johnston  line.  Dominion  line, 
and  various  others,  visit  our  port,  and  do  our  carrying  trade 
with  European  countries. 

There  is  still  something  of  a  fleet  of  barques,  barken- 
tines,  and  schooners  in  the  South  American  and  West  Indies 
trades,  but  ships  from  China,  India,  Valparaiso,  the  Medi. 
terranean,  and  other  localities,  once  numerous  in    our  port 
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and  under  the  American  flag,  we  see  no  more.  The  coasting 
trade,  however,  has  been  more  or  less  profitable,  and  has 
called  into  being  a  fleet  of  three,  four,  five  and  six-masted 
schooners,  of  great  tonnage  and  good  workmanship. 

The  six-masters  Eleanor  A.  Percy  and  George  W.  Wells, 
the  first  of  3,402  tons,  and  the  latter  of  2,970,  recently- 
launched,  made  their  appearance  within  a  few  weeks  in  this 
port  for  the  first  time,  with  coal  cargoes,  each  ranging  be- 
tween 4,000  and  5,000  tons.  These,  while  three  or  four 
times  larger  than  the  average  foreign-going  ships  of  the 
period  between  1840  and  1850,  do  not  add  to  the  glory  of 
our  flag  and  the  renown  of  our  port  in  foreign  countries. 

Recently  Boston  parties  have  built  two  steel  tramp-steam- 
ships, and  two  others  of  much  larger  dimensions  have  been 
contracted  for.  This  is  a  hopeful  sign  ;  and  should  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  in  the  near  future  pass  a  proper 
Shipping  Bill,  or  some  other  helpful  legislation,  Boston  may 
at  no  distant  day  see  a  revival  of  her  shipping  interests,  and 
the  American  flag  may  once  more  assert  its  rightful  place 
upon  the  ocean. 

I  may  not  see  it,  but  those  who  are  younger  may  rejoice 
at  the  sight.  The  times  seem  favorable  for  such  a  consum- 
mation in  the  near  future.  The  through  lines  of  railways  to 
the  West  under  single  managements  are  hopeful  signs.  The 
plentifulness  of  money  and  low  rates  of  interest  are  others. 

We  have  seen  what  an  important  part  shipping  took  in 
the  development  of  Boston's  prosperity  and  wealth  in  the 
past,  and  we  have  faith  to  believe  that  it  will  have  much  to 
do  in  the  same  direction  in  the  future.  This  subject  is  so 
large,  and  the  material  so  abundant,  that  it  would  require  a 
volume  clearly  and  fully  to  treat  it. 

The  limit  of  time  allowed  for  this  paper,  and  the  limit  to 
your  patience  in  listening  to  it,  have  been  reached,  and  I 
refrain  from  further  statistics  and  hasten  to  the  end. 

The  golden  era  of  American,  and  of  Boston  ships,  was  the 
period  from  1849  to  1861.  The  discovery  of  gold  in  Cali- 
fornia and  Australia  called  into  being  the  clipper  ship,  of 
which  the  Boston  clipper  took  the  lead.  That  was  a  period 
of  maritime  expansion,  pride  and  success,  such  as  had  never 
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before  been  seen,  and  has  never  since  been  equalled.  Ships 
were  then  a  paying  investment,  and  merchants  and  capital- 
ists eagerly  embarked  in  the  enterprise.  Ship-building  was 
active  and  profitable,  and  a  larger  amount  of  tonnage  was 
built  than  ever  before  or  since  in  a  like  number  of  years. 
The  beauty  and  speed  of  the  clipper  ship  challenged  the 
admiration  of  the  maritime  world,  and  they  were  the  pride 
of  every  true  American.  Their  beautiful  lines  and  models 
gladdened  the  heart  of  the  sailor  and  entranced  the  vision  of 
the  landsman.  They  were  the  finest  and  handsomest  craft 
that  ever  sailed  the  ocean,  and  their  great  speed  astonished 
the  world.  Beauty  and  speed  were  the  requisites  sought  in 
the  Yankee  clipper,  and  no  expense  was  spared  in  their 
building,  fitting  and  furnishing.  In  those  particulars  they 
had  few  equals  and  no  superiors. 

The  stars  and  stripes  floated  proudly  from  their  peaks  in 
all  the  principal  ports  of  the  globe,  and  their  white  sails 
were  seen  on  every  navigable  sea.  They  were  favorites  with 
shippers  and  insurance  companies,  who  gave  them  prefer- 
ence over  the  ships  of  other  nations.  European  ship-owners 
acknowledged  their  superiority,  and  ordered  duplicates  of 
them  to  be  built  in  American  shipyards.  Many  were  built 
and  placed  under  foreign  flags,  greatly  to  the  advantage  of 
American  builders  and  mechanics ;  and  that  was  a  time  of 
great  prosperity. 

Not  only  the  American  ship,  but  the  American  ship-master 
also  ranked  as  high  as  his  ship.  He  was  a  man  who  adorned 
his  calling,  was  a  thorough  sailor,  navigator,  and  a  well- 
informed  merchant  and  man  of  affairs.  He  was  in  love  with 
his  business,  proud  of  his  ship,  and  neglected  no  duty  de- 
volving upon  him.  He  traversed  the  globe  in  his  voyagings, 
and  if  he  possessed  the  instincts  and  manners  of  a  gentle- 
man, he  was  readily  admitted  to  the  highest  commercial  and 
maritime  circles  the  world  over.  The  ship  lent  dignity  to 
her  commander,  and  he,  by  maintaining  it,  added  maritime 
importance  to  his  country  and  lustre  to  the  flag  under  which 
he  sailed.  Many  such,  upon  retiring  from  the  sea,  became 
Boston's  honored  ship-owners  and  merchants. 
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Ships  multiplied  during  that  period  of  expansion,  and  each 
new  one  required  a  master,  officers  and  crew,  and  it  was  not 
at  all  surprising  that  young  men  of  good  family  voluntarily 
chose  a  sea  life.  A  spirit  was  dominant  in  the  community 
which  led  young  men  to  consider  the  advantages  of  a  sea 
life,  given  them  in  the  promise  of  speedy  advancement  to 
command  in  an  honorable  calling,  such  as  few  others  could 
offer. 

There  was  then  no  lack  of  men  to  man  the  merchant  ma- 
rine or  the  navy  of  our  country,  but  the  supply  was  equal  to 
the  demand,  —  a  different  state  of  affairs  from  what  has  been 
the  case  in  later  years,  and  which  obtains  at  the  present 
time. 

I  recognize  the  fact  that  the  days  of  the  sailing  ship  are 
not  to  return,  but  that  steam,  or  other  motive  power  than 
the  winds,  must  be  relied  on  in  the  future.  But  one  who,  as 
a  sailor  and  ship-master,  took  an  humble  part  in  the  achieve- 
ments of  our  ships  in  their  flourishing  days,  may  be  excused 
for  feeling  a  pride  in  the  ships  that  made  Boston  prosperous, 
and  our  flag  upon  the  seas  glorious.  We  may  glory  in  the 
past,  for  that  is  secure,  though  the  present  be  unsatisfactory 
and  the  future  uncertain.  And  yet  I  believe  there  is  a 
future  for  our  merchant  marine,  and  that  Boston  and  our 
country  will  reap  great  benefit  from  it,  and  that  our  flag  and 
our  ships,  once  the  leaders  of  the  world's  commerce,  will 
again  assert  themselves  upon  the  seas,  the  great  highways  of 
the  nations,  and  win  a  renown  and  a  glory  in  excess  of  what 
has  been  seen  in  the  past. 
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ADDITIONS 
TO    THE   SOCIETY'S   COLLECTIONS,    1900. 


DONOR. 


Appleton,  Nathan. 


Boston  Water  Board. 


Card,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Rockwood. 

Hart,  Hon.  Thomas 
N.,  Mayor  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Homer,  Thomas  J. 


Iconographic  Society. 
Jones,  George  Ripley, 
Ladd,  Miss. 
Lamson,  Daniel  S. 

Lamson,  Frederick. 
Lawrence,  Amory  A. 

Littlefield,  Mrs.  Mary. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Plaster  replica  of  the  statue  in  New  York  Harbor, 
"Liberty  Enlightening  the  World"  ;  Plaster 
bust  of  Hon.  Nathan  Appleton  ;  Three  miniature 
marine  oil  paintings  of  the  yacht  "Alice,"  on 
beach  stones,  by  Thomas  G.  Appleton,  framed 
together. 

Bronze  medal  and  diploma  awarded  to  the  Boston 
Water  Board  for  its  exhibit  of  relief  maps  and 
photographs  at  the  Columbian  Exhibition,  Chi- 
cago, 1893.     (A  loan.) 

Framed  photograph  of  the  Hancock  House. 

Flag,  pennant  and  jack  used  by  the  U.  S.  Cruiser 
"  Boston  "  on  her  trip  from  Manilla  to  Boston, 
1899;  Marble  bust,  with  pedestal,  of  Gen.  Jos. 
Warren.      (A  loan.) 

Original  copy  of  Paul  Revere's  engraving  "Land- 
ing of  British  Troops  in  Boston,  1768,"  colored 
by  hand,  and  in  original  frame.     (A  loan.) 

Etchings  of  Park  Street  Church,  1870,  and  The 
New  South,  Church  Green,  1850. 

Electrotype  of  heading  of  William  Lloyd  Garrison's 
anti-slavery  paper,  "The  Liberator." 

Framed  pencil  drawing  of  the  ship  "Token,"  drawn 
by  John  F.  Pearson,  1852. 

Reprint,  1893,  of  a  contemporaneous  wood  engrav- 
ing showing  executions  in  Paris  at  the  time  of  the 
French  Revolution,  1793.     (A  loan.) 

Silver-plated  sugar  bowl  used  in  the  dining-room 
of  the  Tremont  House. 

Badge  worn  at  the  banquet  given  to  President 
McKinley  by  the  Home  Market  Club,  Boston, 
Feb.  16,  1899. 

After-dinner  cup  and  saucer  used  formerly  on  the 
Frigate  "Constitution."  Bought  in  Tangiers, 
Morocco.  Moorish  decoration.  Both  bear  the 
inscription  in  Arabic,  "Tangiers."     (A  loan.) 
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DONOR. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Lunt, William  Parsons. 


Longfellow,  Miss  Alice 
M. 


Manning,  Francis  H. 


Morse,  William  A. 

Murphy,  William 
Myshrall,  Dr.  D.  B. 


Papanti,  Augustus   L. 
and  Lorenzo  F. 

Parsons,  Charles  S. 

Purchased. 
Richardson,  Albert  L. 

Shurtlefr,  The  Misses. 


Lithograph  of  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Thacher,  1785-1818  ; 
Autograph  letters  of  Charles  Sumner  and  Wen- 
dell Phillips. 

Three  photographs  of  statues  on  Horticultural  Hall, 
Tremont  St.,  given  by  the  sculptor  Martin  Mil- 
more  to  the  poet  Henry  W.  Longfellow  ;  A  print 
on  veneer  of  the  "  Old  Elm." 

Framed  photograph  of  Jonathan  Howard,  for  whom 
Howard  St  was  named  in  1821  ;  Framed  photo- 
graph of  Jonathan  Howard's  house,  corner  of 
Bulfinch  St.  and  Bulfinch  PI.,  demolished  in 
1898 ;  Framed  photograph  of  drawing  entitled 
"  The  Stage-coach  of  1800." 

Copy  of  William  Lloyd  Garrison's  anti-slavery  paper 
"The  Liberator,"  Nov.  14,  1856. 

Cannon  ball  dug  up  on  Prince  St.,  1899. 

An  antique  pitcher,  showing  the  profile  of  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte ;  in  the  family  of  the  lender  since 
1805.     (A  loan.) 

Oil  painting  of  Lorenzo  Papanti,  for  many  years  a 
teacher  of  dancing  in  Boston. 

Souvenir  tumbler  of  the  Boston  Chapter,  S.  A.  R., 
commemorative  meeting  March  17,  1900. 

Framed  photograph  of  Bishop  Phillips  Brooks. 

Deed  of  property  by  Simeon  Stoddard  to  Timothy 
Newell,  July  i,  1769. 

A  collection  of  relics  owned  formerly  by  Nathaniel 
B.  ShurtleflF,  Mayor  of  Boston  in  1868,  consisting 
of  the  following  articles  :  Cutlass  found  in  the 
attic  of  Brattle  Street  Church,  when  it  was  de- 
molished, supposed  to  have  been  left  there  by  a 
British  officer  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of 
Boston  in  1776;  Watchman's  bill  and  hook, 
found  in  Faneuil  Hall  at  the  time  of  its  second 
restoration  in  1806;  Key  of  Boston  jail ;  Modern 
musket ;  Four  modern  swords ;  Original  list  of 
subscribers  for  a  bell  for  Park  Street  Church  in 
1810;  Framed  copy  of  "  The  Hostess' Reminis- 
cences, Hancock  Tavern " ;  Ambrotype  of  the 
Franklin  House  in  Hanover  St.,  demolished  in 
1857;  Fac-simile  of  the  "Boston  News-letter," 
published  by  Benjamin  Franklin ;  Two  cannon 
balls  ;  Large  collection  of  stereoscopic  views  of 
Boston  ;  Cane  made  of  wood  from  Charles  River 
Bridge,  1785-1900;  Piece  of  the  root  of  the  tree 
on  which  the  so-called  Salem  witches  were  hung ; 
Several  pieces  of  wood  from  ancient  Boston 
buildings ;  Several  plans  of  old  graveyards  in 
Boston. 
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DONOR. 

Studley,  Mrs.  Sarah  A. 
Varnum,  John  M. 

Wells,  Benjamin. 

Willcutt,  Levi  L. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Framed  wood-cut  view  of  Franklin  St.,  "  Ballou's 
Pictorial,"  Aug.  ii,  1855. 

Framed  fac-simile  of  the  original  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, published  in  Washington,  1818. 
(A  loan.) 

Section  of  wooden  water  pipe,  laid  in  the  streets  of 
Boston  early  in  the  19th  century,  dug  up  at  the 
corner  of  Washington  and  Boylston  Sts.,  1899. 

Original  copy  of  a  broadside  describing  the  events, 
on  land  and  sea,  of  the  War  of  1812. 
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ADDITIONS   TO   THE   LIBRARY,   1900. 


Donors, 


Abbott,  Samuel,  Jr. 

Adams,  Joseph  H. 

Bigelow,  William  S. 

Boston  Bureau  of  Municipal  Statistics 

Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts 

Boston  Superintendent  of  Streets 

Boston  Transit  Commission 

Bostonian  Society,  bound  by  the 

Briggs,    Lloyd  Vernon   and    Mrs.    Elizabeth   W 

Tudor 
Brookline,  Town  Clerk  of 
Brown,  Francis  H. 
Burnap,  Miss  Elizabeth  W. 
Cambridge  Public  Library 
Candage,  Rufus  G.  F.  . 
Chicago,  Newbury  Library 
Clapp,  Charles  A, 
Clark,  Benjamin  C. 
Coming  Age  Co.  . 
Davenport,  Bennett  H. 
Dedham  Historical  Society 
Drake,  Samuel  Adams 
Elliot,  Mrs.  Samuel 
Fessenden,  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Folsom,  Albert  A. 
Green,  Samuel  A. 
Guild,  Curtis 
Hart,  Thomas  N.,  Mayor 
Hassam,  John  T. 
Hazen,  John  E.  L. 
Hunnewell,  James  F. 
Illinois  State  Historical  Society 
Insurance  Library  Association  of  Boston 
Joy,  Franklin  L 


Vols. 


140 

I 
2 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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Donors. 

Vols, 

Pam- 
phlets. 

Leighton,  Mrs.  John  W 

26 

Lunt,  William  Parsons 

4 

3 

Mass,  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

52 

Mass.  Secretary  of  State 

3 

Mass.  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants 

8 

Matthews,  Albert 

2 

New  York,  Comptroller  of  the  State  of 

I 

New  England  Magazine  Co,          .         ,         .         . 

12 

New  England  Society  in  the  City  of  New  York     . 

I 

Northern  Indiana  Historical  Society     . 

2 

Parkman,  Miss  Eliza  W,  L 

I 

Parsons,  Henri  G 

I 

Purchased 

3 

Read,  Charles  F 

I 

Salem  Public  Library    ...... 

I 

Sanborn,  John  C. 

I 

Stevens,  Charles  W 

I 

Swan,  Robert  T 

I 

Texas  State  Historical  Society      .... 

4 

Thieullen,  Ad.       ,.."...         . 

I 

Wiggin,  J.  Henry,  Estate  of           .... 

10 

VVoburn  Public  Library 

1 

Yale  Forest  School 

I 

Total 

275 
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OFFICERS 


OF   THE 


BOSTONIAN   SOCIETY 


SINCE  ITS  ORGANIZATION. 


President. 
CURTIS    GUILD,  1881 


S.  Arthur  Bent  .     . 

*WlLLIAM  C.  BURRAGE 

James  M.  Hubbard  . 


Clerks  and  Treasurers.] 


1890-1899 
I 886- I 890 
1884-1885 


*Daniel  T.  V.  HuNTOON  1885-1886 

*Samuel  M.  Quincy  .     .  1881-1884 

Charles  F.  Read    .    .  1899  


Directors. 


*Thomas  J.  Allen  .    . 
*Thomas  C.  Amory    . 

William  S.  Appleton 
I 890-1 894 

William  H.  Baldwin 

S.  Arthur  Bent  .     . 

Robert  R.  Bishop    . 

Joshua  T.  Bodfish   . 
*George  O.  Carpenter 

Benjamin  C.  Clark  . 

David  H.  Coolidge  . 
*Jacob  a.  Dresser    . 

Albert  A.  Folsom  . 

Curtis  Guild  .    .    . 


1S84- 


-1887 
-1889 
-1887 


I 884- I 886 

1890 

1882-1884 

1885  

1888-1896 

1890  

1895  

1891-1894 
1897  


John  T.  Hassam   .     .     .  1881-1890 
*Hamilton  a.  Hill  .     .  1883-1895 

James  F.  Hunnewell  .  1894  

John  Lathrop     .     .     .  1887-1899 
*Abbott  Lawrence    .     .  1882-1884 

William  H.  Lincoln    .  1899  

William  T.  R.  Marvin  1900  

Thomas  Minns  .  .  .  1881-1885 
*Edward  G.  Porter  .  .  1 896-1 900 
*Samuel  H.  Russell  .  .  1882-1894 
*Samuel  E.  Sawyer  .  .  1889 
*WiLLiAM  W.  Warren  .  1886-1890 
*  William  H.  Whitmore  i  883-1 886 
Levi  L.  Willcutt    .     .  1894  


*  Deceased. 
t  The  offices  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  are  held  by  one  person. 


OFFICERS    FOR    1901, 


President 
CURTIS    GUILD 


Clerk  and  Treasurer 

Charles  F.  Read 

P.  O.  address,  Old  State  House 


Directors 


Curtis  Guild 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish 
Benjamin  C.  Clark 
James  F.  Hunnewell 


Levi  L.  Willcutt 
David  H.  Coolidge 
Albert  A.  Folsom 
William  H.  Lincoln 


William  T.  R.  Marvin 


Curtis  Guild 


Levi  L.  Willcutt 
James  F.  Hunnewell 
David  H.  Coolidge 


James  L.  Whitney 
Francis  H.  Brown 
Albert  A.  Folsom 


Committee  on  Finance 

I  Benjamin  C.  Clark 

Levi  L.  Willcutt 


Committee  on  the  Rooms 

Nathan  Appleton 
Francis  H.  Manning 
The  President  and  Clerk 
ex  officiis 


Committee  on  the  Library 

William  Howell  Reed 
Walter  K.  Watkins 
The  Clerk 


Committee  on  Papers 
Zachary  T.  Hollingsworth  I  William  T.  R.  Marvin 

Edwin  D.  Mead  I  The  Clerk 


Committee  on  Publications 
Benjamin  C.  Clark  |         David  H.  Coolidge 

The  Clerk 


Benjamin  C.  Clark 
Nathan  Appleton 
Albert  A.  Folsom 


Committee  on  Membership 

Joseph  B.  Moors 


Frederick  B. 
The  Clerk 


Carpenter 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


Bent,  Samuel  Arthur 
*Chamberlain,  Mellen 


I    Matthews,  Nathan,  Jr. 
I    *0'Brien,  Hugh 
*Smith,  Samuel  Francis 


LIFE   MEMBERS. 


Abbot,  Edwin  Hale 
Abbot,  Francis  Ellingwood 
*Abbott,  Marshall  Kittredge 
Adams,  Charles  Francis 
Addicks,  John  Edward 
Allan,  Mrs.  Anna 
Allen,  Miss  Clara  Ann 
*Allen,  Elbridge  Gerry 
Allen,  James  Woodward 
*Alley,  John  Robinson 
Ames,  Mrs.  Anna  Coffin 
Ames,  Charles  Gordon 
*Ames,  Frederick  Lothrop 
*Ames,  Oliver 

Ames,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Caroline 
Amory,  Arthur 
Amory,  Frederick 
Andrews,  Frank  William 
Andrews,  John  Adams 
Angell,  Henry  Clay 
Anthony,  Silas  Reed 
Appleton,  Mrs.  Emily  Warren 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  William  Sumner 
Armstrong,  George  Washington 
Atherton,  Miss  Lily  Bell 


*Atkins,  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth 

*Austin,  James  Walker 

Ayer,  James  Bourne 

Bacon,  Mrs.  Louisa  Crowninshield 

Badger,  Arthur  Campbell 

Badger,  Daniel  Bradford 

Badger,  Erastus  Beethoven 

*  Bailey,  Joseph  Tilden 
Baker,  Miss  Charlotte  Alice 
*Baker,  Mrs.  Ellen  Maria 

*  Baker,  Richard 
*BalIister,  Joseph  Fennelly 
*Ballister,  Miss  Minetta  Josephine 
Bancroft,  Cornelius  Cheever 

*  Barrett,  Edwin  Shepard 
Barron,  Clarence  Walker 
Barry,  John  Lincoln 
Barry,  John  Lincoln,  Jr. 
Bartlett,  Francis 

Beal,  James  Henry 
Beatty,  Franklin  Thomason 
Beebe,  James  Arthur 

*  Benson,  George  Wiggin 
Bigelow,  Albert  Smith 
Bigelow,  George  Brooks 
Bigelow,  Joseph  Smith 


*  Deceased. 
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Bigelow,  William  Sturgis 
Black,  George  Nixon 
Blake,  Clarence  John 
Blake,  Francis 

*  Blake,  Mrs.  Sara  Putnam 
*Blake,  Stanton 

Blake,  William  Payne 
Blanchard,  Samuel  Stillman 
Blaney,  Dwight 
Bodfish,  Joshua  Peter 
Bowditch,  Ernest  William 
Bradford,  Martin  Luther 
Bradford,  William  Bowes 
*Bradlee,  Caleb  Davis 
*Bradlee,  Josiah  Putnam 
Bradley,  Jerry  Payson 
Brayley,  Arthur  Wellington 
Bremer,  John  Lewis 
Bremer,  Samuel  Parker 
Brewer,  William  Dade 
Briggs,  Lloyd  Vernon 
Brooks,  John  Henry 
Brooks,  Lawrence 
Brooks,  Peter  Chardon 
Brooks,  Shepherd 
Brown,  John  Coffin  Jones 

*  Browne,  Charles  Allen 
Browne,  Edward  Ingersoll 

*  Browne,  William  Andrews 
Burbank,  Alonzo  Norman 
Burnham,  John  Appleton 
*Burrage,  William  Clarence 
Candage,  Rufus  George  Frederick 
Candler,  John  Wilson 
^Carpenter,  George  Oliver 
Carpenter,  George  Oliver 
Carpenter,  Mrs.  Maria  Josephine 
Carr,  John 

Carruth,  Charles  Theodore 
Center,  Joseph  Hudson 
Chandler,  Cleveland  Angier 
*Chapin,  Nahum 
Chase,  Caleb 
Chase,  George  Bigelow 
Chase,  Sidney 
Chase,  Stephen 
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Knowles,  Henry  Miles 
Ladd,  Babson  Savilian 
Lane,  John  Ballard 
Langmaid,  Samuel  Wood 
Lathrop,  John 
Lawrence,  Edward 
Lawrence,  Francis  William 
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Lawrence,  William 
Lawrie,  Andrew  Westcott 
Lawson,  Thomas  William 
Leverett,  George  Vasmer 
Lewis,  Mrs.  John  Allen 
Lincoln,  Solomon 
Lincoln,  William  Edwards 
Lincoln,  William  Henry 
Little,  Samuel 
Livermore,  George  Brigham 
Locke,  Charles  Augustus 
Lock  wood,  Rhodes 
Longfellow,  Miss  Alice  Mary 
Lord,  David  Joy 
Loring,  Miss  Mary  James 
Levering,  Charles  Taylor 
*Lovering,  Daniel,  Jr. 
Lunt,  William  Wallace 
Lyman,  Miss  Florence 
Lyman,  George  Hinckley 
Macullar,  Charles  Edward 
Mandell,  Samuel  Pierce 
Mann,  Jonathan  Harrington 
Mason,  Henry  LoAvell 
May,  Miss  Eleanor  Goddard 
May,  John  Joseph 
McCarthy,  William 
*McClellan,  Arthur  Daggett 
McDonald,  James  Athanasius 
McGlenen,  Edward  Webster 
Mclntyre,  Peter 
Mead,  Edwin  Doak 
Means,  Charles  Johnson 
Means,  James 
Merrill,  William  E'^'ward 
Merritt,  Edward  Percival 
Metcalf,  Albert 
Metcalf,  Henry  Brewer 
Meyer,  George  von  Lengerke 
Meyer,  Miss  Heloise 
Miller,  Henry  Franklin 
Minot,  Laurence 
Mitchell,  Thomas  Spencer 
Monks,  Richard  Joseph 
Moody,      Mrs.     Elizabeth      Dana 
Henchman 


Moors,  Joseph  Benjamin 
Morrison,  Mrs.  Emily  Marshall 
Morse,  Miss  Annie  Conant 
Morse,  Henry  Curtis 
Morse,  John  Torrey 
Morton,  John  Dwight 
Moseley,  Frank 
Myrick,  Nathan  Sumner 
Naphen,  Henry  Francis 
Nash,  Bennett  Hubbard 
Nash,  Herbert 
Nash,  Nathaniel  Gushing 
Nichols,  Francis  Henry 
Nichols,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Louisa 
Nickerson,  Andrew 
Noble,  John 
Nottage,  Henry  Bailey 
O'Brien,  Edward  Francis 
O'Meara,  Stephen 
Otis,  Herbert  Foster 
Otis,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Paine,  Charles  Jackson 
Paine,  Robert  Treat 
Palmer,  Ezra 
Parker,  George  Francis 
Parker,  Ross 
Parsons,  Albert  Stevens 
Peabody,  Francis  Howard 
Peabody,  Frank  Everett 
Peabody,  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Pearmain,  Sumner  Bass 
Peirson,  Charles  Lawrence 
Perkins,  Charles  Brooks 
Perkins,  James  Dudley 
Perry,  Mrs.  Olive  Augusta 
Phelps,  George  Henry 
Phillips,  Elijah  Brigham 
Phipps,  Benjamin 
Pierce,  Wallace  Lincoln 
Piper,  Henry  Augustus 
*Pollock,  Charles 
Poor,  Clarence  Henry 
Porter,  Alexander  Silvanus 
Powers,  Patrick  Henry 
Prang,  Louis 
Prescott,  Alfred  Usher 
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Pridee,  William  Henry 
Priest,  George  Henry 
Proctor,  Henry  Harrison 
Putnam,  George  Franklin 
Putnam,  Henry  Ware 
Rand,  Arnold  Augustus 
Ratshesky,  Abraham  Captain 
Read,  Charles  French 
Read,  William 
Redfern,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Reynolds,  Edward  Belcher 
Rhodes,  Stephen  Holbrook 
Rice,  Harry  Lee 
Rich,  James  Rogers 
Richardson,  Maurice  Howe 
Rines,  Randall  Hight 
Robbins,  Elliot  Daniel 
Rodocanachi,  John  Michael 
Rogers,  Mrs.  William  Barton 
*  Rollins,  Edwin  Leigh  ton 
Russell,  Edward 
*Russell,  Edward  Thomas 
Russell,  Thomas  Hastings 
Saben,  Edward  Emerson 
Sargent,  Arthur  Hewes 
Sawyer,  Timothy  Thompson 
Sawyer,  Warren 
Schouler,  James 
Sears,  Francis  Bacon 
Sears,  George  Oliver 
Sears,  Herbert  Mason 
Sears,  William  Richards 
Sha^v,  Mrs.  Annie  Whipple 
Shuman,  Samuel 
Skillings,  David  Nelson 
Slade,  Lucius 
Smith,  Albert  Oliver 
Smith,  Charles  Card 
Smith,  Eugene  Hanes 
Smith,  William  Eustis 
Snelling,  Nathaniel  Greenwood 
Snow,  Samuel  Thomas 
Soule,  Horace  Homer,  Jr. 
Sowdon,  Arthur  John  Clark 
Spear,  Edmund  Doe 
Spear e,  Alden 


Sprague,  Charles  Franklin 
Sprague,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rebecca 
Sprague,  Henry  Harrison 
Spring,  Charles  Wright 
Sprout,  William  Bradford 
Squire.  Frank  Orvis 
Stanwood,  Arthur  Grimes 
Stearns,  James  Pierce 
Stetson,  Henry  Crosby 
Stevens,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Stevens,  Francis  Herbert 
Story,  Joseph 
Stowe,  William  Edward 
Stratton,  Charles  Edwin 
Strong,  Edward  Alexander 
Sullivan,  Richard 
Swan,  Charles  Herbert 
Swan,  Robert  Thaxter 
Swan,  Walter  Sampson 
Sweet,  Everell  Fletcher 
Sweetser,  John 
Thayer,  Bayard 
Thayer,  Nathaniel 
Thomas,  Henry  Andrew 
Tinkham,  George  Holden 
Tinkham,  Jeremiah 
Tinkham,  Miss  Rebecca  Warren 
Titus,  Mrs.  Nelson  Virgil 
Tolman,  James  Pike 
Torrey,  Benjamin  Barstow 
Tower,  Charles  Bates 
Trask,  William  Blake 
Turner,  Henry  Richmond 
Tuttle,  Joseph  Henry 
Ulman,  William  Curtis 
Underwood,  Henry  Oliver 
Vaughan,  Francis  Wales 
Vorenberg,  Simon 
Wales,  Joseph  Howe 
Walker,  Mrs.  Susan  White  Seaver 
Warren,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Bennett 
Warren,  Samuel  Mills 
Washburn,  Henry  Stevenson 
Watkins,  Walter  Kendall 
Way,  Charles  Granville 
Weeks,  Andrew  Gray 
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Weeks,  Warren  Bailey  Potter 

Welch,  Charles  Alfred 

Weld,  Aaron  Davis 

Weld,  Mrs.  Eliza  Gore 

Weld,  George  Walker 

Wells,  Benjamin  Williams 

Wells,  Samuel 

Wentworth,  Arioch 

West,  Charles  Alfred 

Weston,  Thomas 

Wheeler,  George  Henry 

Wheelwright,  Henry  Augustus 

Wheelwright,  John  William 

Whidden,  Renton 

White,  Miss  Alice  Brackett 

White,  Charles  Goddard 

White,  Miss  Gertrude  Richardson 

White,  McDonald  Ellis 

Whitman,  Henry 

Whitney,  David  Rice 


Whitney,  James  Edward 
Whittemore,  Henry 
Whittier,  Albert  Rufus 
*Wiggin,  James  Henry 
*Wilder,  William  Henry 
Williams,  David  Weld 
Williams,  Henry  Bigelow 
Williams,  Jacob  Lafayette 
Williams,  Moses 
Williams,  Robert  Breck 
Williams,  Miss  Ruth 
Williams,  Stephen  Henry 
Williamson,  Robert  Warden 
Winthrop,  Thomas  Lindall 
*Wolcott,  Roger 
Wolf,  Bernard  Mark 
Woodward,  Clarence  Elliot 
Woodward,  Harlow  Elliot 
Wright,  Frank  Vernon 
Young,  William  Hill 
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BOSTONIAN   SOCIETY. 


ORGANIZED    TO  PROMOTE    THE   STUDY  OF   THE   HISTORY   OF    BOSTON 
AND    THE  PRESERVATION  OF  ITS  ANTIQUITIES. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. 

OBJECTS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  members,  so  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to 
carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  by  collecting,  by  gift,  loan,  or  pur- 
chase, books,  manuscripts,  and  pictures,  and  by  such  other  suitable  means 
as  may  from  time  to  time  seem  expedient. 

II. 

MEMBERS. 

The  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  shall  be  such  persons,  either 
resident  or  non-resident  in  Boston,  as  shall,  after  having  been  proposed  and 
accepted  as  candidates  at  any  regular  monthly  meeting  by  the  Directors, 
be  elected  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 

III. 

HONORARY   AND   CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 

Honorary  and  Corresponding  members  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Directors,  and  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting.  They  may  take  part  in  the  meetings  of  the  Society, 
but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION   FEE   AND   ASSESSMENTS. 

Each  member  shall  pay  five  dollars  at  the  time  of  his  admission,  and 
five  dollars  each  first  day  of  January  afterwards,  into  the  treasury  of  the 
Society  for  its  general  purposes ;  but  if  any  member  shall  neglect  to  pay 
his  admission  fee  or  annual  assessment,  for  three  months  after  the  same  is 
due,  he  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit  his  membership  at  any  time  when  the 
Directors  shall  so  order. 

The  payment  of  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  in  any  one  year  by  any  member 
of  the  Society  shall  constitute  him  a  life  member  of  the  Society ;  life  mem- 
bers shall  be  free  from  assessments,  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  annual  members.  The  money  received  for  such  life  membership 
shall  constitute  a  fund,  of  which  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent.,  together 
with  the  annual  income,  shall  be  spent  in  any  one  year. 
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V. 

CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates  signed  by  the  President,  and  countersigned  by  the  Clerk, 
shall  be  issued  to  all  persons  who  have  become  life  members  of  the 
Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  January,  and  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
every  month,  excepting  June,  July,  August  and  September,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  Directors  shall  appoint.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called 
by  the  Clerk,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Directors. 

At  all  meetings  ten  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  business.  All  Com- 
mittees shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  nine  Directors,  a  President,  a  Clerk, 
and  a  Treasurer.  The  Directors,  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  shall  be  chosen  by 
ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  and  shall  hold  office  for  one  year, 
and  until  others  are  duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  President  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  from  their 
nuniber,  at  their  first  meeting  after  election,  or  at  any  adjournment  thereof. 

The  offices  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  may  be  held  by  the  same  person. 

VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  the  office  of  Clerk  or 
Treasurer,  may  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  at  any  regular 
meeting  of  the  Society,  by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 
and  voting. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  at  any  meeting  of  the  Society,  a  Clerk 
pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 

IX. 

NOMINATING   COMMITTEE. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  December,  a  Nominating  Committee  of  five 
persons  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  report  at  the  annual  meeting  a  list  of 
candidates  for  the  places  to  be  filled. 
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X. 

PRESIDING    OFFICER. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence  one  of  the  Directors,  shall  preside  at 
all  meetings  of  the  Societ)'.  In  the  absence  of  all  these  officers,  a  Presi- 
dent ^r<7  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 

XL 

DUTIES   OF   THE   CLERK. 

• 

The  Clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  shall  notify  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  an  exact 
record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  at  its  meetings. 

He  shall  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and  place 
on  file  all  letters  received. 

He  shall  enter  the  names  of  members  systematically  in  books  kept  for 
the  purpose,  and  issue  certificates  of  life  membership. 

The  Clerk  shall  have  such  charge  of  all  property  in  the  possession  of  the 
Society  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  to  him  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

He  shall  acknowledge  each  loan  or  gift  that  may  be  made  to  and 
accepted  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 

xn. 

DUTIES   OF   THE    TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  all  moneys  due  to  the  Society,  and  pay  all 
bills  against  the  Society,  when  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

He  shall  keep  a  full  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  a  book 
belonging  to  the  Society,  which  shall  always  be  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  Directors ;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January  he  shall  make  a 
written  report  of  all  his  doings  for  the  year  preceding. 

The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  with 
one  surety,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

xni. 

DUTIES   AND   POWERS   OF   DIRECTORS. 

The  Directors  shall  superintend  and  conduct  the  prudential  and  execu- 
tive business  of  the  Society ;  shall  authorize  all  expenditures  of  money ; 
fix  all  salaries ;  provide  a  common  seal ;  receive  and  act  upon  all  resigna- 
tions and  forfeitures  of  membership,  and  see  that  the  By-Laws  are  duly 
complied  with. 

The  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
lease  of  the  rooms  in  the  Old  State  House,  made  with  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  required  in  the  premises. 
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They  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  April,  make  a  careful  comparison 
of  the  articles  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  with  the  list  to  be  returned 
to  the  City  of  Boston  under  the  terms  of  the  lease,  and  certify  to  its 
correctness. 

They  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society. 

The  Directors  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such  sub-committees  as 
they  deem  expedient. 

In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  ofifice  of  Clerk  or  Treasurer,  they  shall 
have  power  to  choose  a  Clerk  or  Treasurer  pro  tempore  till  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Society. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS   OF   THE   DIRECTORS. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  day  previous  to 
the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  at  an  hour  to  be  fixed  by  the  President. 
Special  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
appoint ;  and  a  majority  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  business. 

XV. 

FINANCE   COMMITTEE. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  two 
Directors,  who,  with  the  President,  shall  constitute  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer ;  to  audit  his  accounts  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  to  report 
upoji  the  expediency  of  proposed  expenditures  of  money. 

XVI. 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  four 
standing  committees,  as  follows:  — 

Committee  07i  the  Rooms. 

A  committee  of  seven  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on  the 
Rooms,  of  which  the  President  and  Clerk  of  the  Society  shall  be  members 
ex-officiis,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Rooms 
(except  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appropriate  to  the  Library, 
offered  as  gifts  or  loans)  ;  the  hanging  of  pictures,  and  the  general  arrange- 
ment of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Papers. 

A  committee  of  three  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on  Papers, 
who  shall  have  charge  of  the  subject  of  papers  to  be  read,  or  other  exercises 
of  a  like  nature,  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Society. 
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Committee  on  Me7nbership. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on 
Membership,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  information  in  relation  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Society,  and  increase  its  membership. 

Committee  on  the  Library. 

A  committee  of  five  members,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Library,  including  the 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appro- 
priate to  the  Library,  offered  as  gifts  or  loans,  and  the  general  arrangement 
of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

These  four  committees  shall  perform  the  duties  above  set  forth,  under 
the  general  supervision  of  the  Directors. 

Vacancies  which  may  occur  in  any  of  these  committees  during  their 
term  of  service  shall  be  filled  by  the  President. 

XVII. 

AMENDMENTS   TO   BY-LAWS. 

Amendments  to  the  By-laws  may  be  made,  at  any  annual  meeting,  by 
the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting.  They  may  also 
be  made  by  the  like  vote  at  any  regular  meeting,  provided  notice  of  the 
same  be  contained  in  a  call  for  such  meeting  issued  by  the  Clerk,  and  sent 
to  every  member. 


